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Sponsors:  Victoria Córdova-Morote, Alexandra Lake, Sara Volka 1 
 2 
An Act To Amend §50-a. of the Civil Rights Law, allowing personnel records 3 
of police officers, firefighters and correction officers to be public.  4 
 5 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 
 7 
Purpose To allow the personnel records of police officers, firefighters and 8 
correction officers to be accessed by the public, including any reported cases of 9 
misconduct performed by said officers. 10 
 11 
Summary of Provisions 12 
Section 1  13 
Personnel Records: are records pertaining to employees of an organization. These 14 
records are accumulated, factual and comprehensive information related to concern 15 
records and detained. All information with effect to human resources in the 16 
organization are kept in a systematic order. 17 
Section 2 18 
§ 50-a.  Personnel records of police officers, firefighters and 19 
correction officers.  1.  All personnel records used   to   evaluate 20 
performance toward continued employment or promotion, under the control 21 
of any police agency or department of the state or any political 22 
subdivision thereof including authorities or agencies maintaining police 23 
forces of individuals defined as police officers in section 1.20 of the 24 
criminal procedure law and such personnel records under the control of a 25 
sheriff’s department or a department of correction of individuals 26 
employed as correction officers and such personnel records under the 27 
control of a paid fire department or force of individuals employed as 28 
firefighters or firefighter/paramedics and such personnel records under 29 
the control of the department of corrections and community supervision 30 
for individuals defined as peace officers pursuant to subdivisions 31 
twenty-three and twenty-three-a of section 2.10 of the   criminal 32 
procedure  law  and  such  personnel  records  under  the  control  of a 33 
probation department for individuals defined as peace officers pursuant 34 
to subdivision twenty-four of section 2.10 of the criminal procedure law 35 
shall be considered confidential public and not subject to inspection or review 36 
without the express written consent of such police officer, firefighter, 37 
firefighter/paramedic, correction officer or peace officer within the 38 
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department of corrections and community supervision or   probation 39 
department except as may be mandated by lawful court order. 40 
    2.  Prior to issuing such court order the judge must review all such 41 
  Requests and give interested parties the opportunity to be heard.  No 42 
  Such order shall issue without a clear showing of facts sufficient to 43 
  Warrant the judge to request records for review. 44 
    3. If, after such hearing, the judge concludes there is a sufficient 45 
  Basis he shall sign an order requiring that the personnel records in 46 
  Question be sealed and sent directly to him. He shall then review the 47 
  File and make a determination as to whether the records are relevant and 48 
  Material in the action before him. Upon such a finding the court shall 49 
  Make those parts of the record found to be relevant and material 50 
  Available to the persons so requesting. 51 
    4.  The provisions of this section shall not apply to any district 52 
  Attorney or his assistants, the attorney general or his deputies or 53 
  assistants,  a  county  attorney  or  his  deputies  or  assistants,  a corporation 54 
counsel or his deputies or assistants, a town  attorney  or 55 
  His deputies or assistants, a village attorney or his deputies or 56 
  Assistants, a grand jury, or any agency of government which requires the 57 
  Records described in subdivision one, in the furtherance of their 58 
  Official functions. 59 
 60 
Justification The implementation of this bill will allow the general public to be 61 
aware of police officers records, overall creating a safer environment for all. By 62 
implementing this bill, citizens will feel secure having full knowledge of officers’ 63 
records. This bill will allow the general public to be aware of any officers who have 64 
committed police misconduct, which could lead to a more critical and consciousness 65 
perspective towards those deemed fit to protect the citizens of New York. It is vital 66 
to recognize these actions of misconduct and to allow any concerned person to 67 
access these records for the betterment in the quality of New York State police 68 
officers and society as a whole. 69 
 70 
Fiscal Implications There are no fiscal implications to this bill 71 
 72 
Environmental Implications There are no environmental implications to this bill   73 
 74 
Effective Date This bill will go into effect one year after its passage. 75 


