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Committee Assignment: Senate Liberty 1                            Bill #:SL-02 
 

Sponsors:  Stephen Gilbert, Logan Luke and Joy Mydlenski 1 
An Act To Add to Article 10 §207 of NYS General Municipal Law § 207-R for 2 
compensation of firefighters and emergency medical practitioners with PTSD 3 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 4 
Purpose The purpose of this bill is to create a PTSD presumptive payment for 5 
emergency medical practitioners and firefighters who develop PTSD due to their 6 
work as first responders. 7 
Summary of Provisions 8 
Section 1 9 
 § 207-R. Presumptive Payments to Emergency Medical Practitioners and 10 
Firefighters with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). Emergency medical 11 
practitioners and paid members of the fire department of any city or town in New 12 
York who (a) have been employed in such profession for two or more years and (b) 13 
are clinically diagnosed with PTSD shall be assumed to have acquired it due to 14 
Repeated Exposure Trauma. 15 
(1) Upon receiving a clinical diagnosis from a registered psychiatrist or 16 
psychologist, New York State shall compensate any emergency medical practitioner 17 
or firefighter with proof of diagnosis with a presumptive payment of one thousand 18 
dollars to help the payment of treatment. Should treatment need to continue two 19 
years after diagnosis 20 

(a) the state shall provide two hundred and fifty dollars per quarter in which 21 
psychotherapy continues or 22 
(b) full compensation of prescription costs 23 

Justification Up to thirty seven percent of firefighters and emergency medical 24 
practitioners have a high chance of currently having PTSD, either diagnosed or 25 
undiagnosed, are at a higher risk of Repeated Exposure trauma than an average 26 
citizen, amplifying their risk of being diagnosed with PTSD. Currently, New York 27 
State does nothing to help firefighters and their risk of PTSD but they do cover 28 
physical ailments such as broken bones, hospitalized injuries and most recently 29 
cancer. Several other states such as California, Washington, Montana, and Vermont 30 
have enacted legislation regarding PTSD and the health of their first responders and 31 
New York State has already begun to expand the compensation and health benefits 32 
of the state’s first responders. Treatment is relatively inexpensive, but firefighters 33 
deserve compensation for the hard work they have done to keep their 34 
neighborhoods safe not just from fires but other disasters. 35 
Fiscal Implications This would approximately cost New York State less than five 36 
million dollars upon passage and approximately less than five hundred thousand 37 
dollars every subsequent year. 38 
Environmental Implications There are no environmental implications to this bill. 39 
Effective Date This bill will go into effect one year after passage. 40 


