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 2 
An Act To Amend the New York State Education Law Title 1 Article 14 Part 2 3 
Subpart 2 by creating Section 669 to create a state tuition assistance program to 4 
pay all remaining tuition costs after other grants and scholarships for children who 5 
have aged out of the foster care system. 6 

 7 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 8 

 9 
Purpose To provide for a state tuition assistance program for youth in the foster 10 
care system.  11 
 12 
Summary of Provisions 13 
Section 1  14 
Adoption: an individual who has been in the care and custody of a county agency 15 
and in substitute care 16 
Department: The Department of Education of the Commonwealth 17 
Fostering independence waiver: a waiver of tuition and mandatory fees at an 18 
institution of higher education 19 
Institution of higher education: shall include any of the following:  20 

Colleges: a public educational institution or establishment, in particular one 21 
providing higher education or specialized professional or vocational training 22 
Universities: higher educational institute offering a range of registered 23 
undergraduate and graduate curricula in the liberal arts and sciences, 24 
degrees in two or more professional fields and doctoral programs in at least 25 
three academic fields  26 

Permanent legal custodian: a person to whom legal custody of a child has been 27 
given by order of a court pursuant  28 
Section 2  29 
S 670. 30 
All colleges and universities, including public, community colleges and state 31 
supported institutions in New York will allow children who are currently in the foster 32 
care system, those who have aged out of the foster care system, and those who 33 
are adopted to attend college with all tuition costs provided for by the state. This 34 
waiver will cover costs after scholarships and / or grants have been applied. In 35 
order for students to be eligible they have to achieve satisfactory progress in 36 
postsecondary educational work, as determined by the state commissioner. 37 
(a) Establishment-- There is established a fostering independence waiver program 38 
for individuals who satisfy the eligibility requirements which are located under 39 
subsection c. 40 
(b) Award-- Beginning in the fall semester of 2020, institutions of higher education 41 
will award a fostering independence waiver, for undergraduate courses at such 42 
institution, for those who are eligible (located under subsection c)  43 
(c)  Eligibility-- In order for an individual to receive the fostering independence 44 
waver they must meet the following requirements: 45 
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1.  Be at least 14 years of age but under 26 years of age and be in or have 46 
been in substitute care in this Commonwealth for at least six months before, 47 
on or after the effective date of this section, including any of the following:  48 
(i) Placement in substitute care as a dependent child at any time while 14 49 
years of age or older. (ii) Adoption at any time after reaching 14 years of age 50 
from substitute care as a dependent child. (iii) Placement with a permanent 51 
legal custodian at any time after reaching 14 years of age from substitute 52 
care as a dependent child.  53 
2.Have graduated from high school or received a Commonwealth secondary 54 
school diploma or another equivalent approved by the Department of 55 
Education.  56 
3.  The individual must currently be in or accepted into a higher institution of 57 
education 58 
4.  They must have maintained satisfactory progress after admission into the 59 
institution, and in high school.  60 
5. The individual must have applied for all available Federal and State 61 
grants.  62 
6. This individual must currently be a part of the Commonwealth 63 

Justification  64 
Once children age out of the foster care system they no longer receive financial aid 65 
from the government and are all on their own with no support. As a result, many go 66 
into debt or can hardly pay for necessities, let alone college. So, many foster 67 
children avoid choosing careers they may love that may require various degrees 68 
from college even though many foster care children want to attend college. In New 69 
York City during the 2017-2018 school year, students in foster care graduated high 70 
school at a rate more than four times less than their peers. This statistic is very low 71 
for the rate of graduation in high school, but even fewer children attend and 72 
graduate college. Of foster care children who received a high school diploma, 20% 73 
of them attended college.  This is significantly lower compared to 60% of high 74 
school graduates overall.  One major reason they don’t attend college is not being 75 
able to afford it, along with the physical and emotional trauma of being a foster kid. 76 
Employees that have obtained a college degree make over $15,000 a year more 77 
than employees that have not obtained a college degree.  Throughout a lifetime an 78 
employee with a college degree will earn 30% more than an employee with only a 79 
high school degree.   80 
Fiscal Implications The average cost of tuition in public colleges in New York 81 
State is $19,306 for the 2018-2019 school year without applying grants to tuition 82 
costs. On average 350 foster children attend college. Thus, this bill would cost New 83 
York State 3 million dollars. New York would pay for this bill through a new tax. 84 
Each taxpayer would pay an additional 25 cents each year.   85 
Environmental Implications  86 
There are no expected environmental implications of the bill. 87 
Effective Date  88 
The law will go into effect one calendar year after this bill passes.  89 


