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Sponsors: Macey Bryant, Elaina McGrath, Alicia Prieto, and Henry Reichman 1 
 2 
An Act To Amend the New York State Environmental Conservation Law Article 27 3 
to add Title 27-a to implement a restriction on the use of plastic utensils in schools 4 
in New York State. 5 
 6 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose  The purpose of this bill is to restrict the use of plastic utensils in schools 9 
to only those instances where food is to be consumed outside of the cafeteria or 10 
designated area for food consumption in an effort to keep as much plastic waste as 11 
possible from the waste stream. 12 
 13 
Summary of Provisions 14 
Section 1  15 
Plastic utensil: a plastic fork, knife, spoon or other utensil used for consuming food. 16 
New York State School: any public or charter school or school receiving funding 17 
from the State for education in any form. 18 
Reusable utensil: a fork, knife, spoon or other utensil used for consuming food 19 
which is intended to be washed and utilized multiple times. 20 
 21 
Section 2  22 
Amends New York State Environmental Conservation Law Article 27 to add Article 23 
27-a Use of Plastic Utensils in Schools in New York State 24 

a. No school shall provide plastic utensils for use with food consumption unless 25 
the consumer makes a specific request in order to consume food outside of 26 
the cafeteria or other area designated for food consumption within the 27 
school. 28 

 29 
Justification  30 
Every day, 100 million plastic utensils are disposed of in the United States alone. 31 
These same utensils take over 1,000 years to break down. Even after they do, the 32 
effects they have on the environment are highly detrimental. These plastics keep 33 
breaking down into smaller pieces but will never fully decompose back into the 34 
earth. Polypropylene or polystyrene, the main components in disposable plastic, do 35 
not decompose into our environment. The permanence of such substances poses 36 
catastrophic threats to our environment, including life-threatening effects on 37 
marine life, the release of toxic chemicals into the atmosphere, and pollution in vital 38 
waterways.  Plastic production is also very harmful to the environment.  Plastic is 39 
made of toxic chemicals such as benzene and vinyl hydrochloride, which are known 40 
to cause cancer and pollute the air. The effects of these chemicals never expire or 41 
go away. Single-use plastics, such as disposable utensils, account for 60-90% of all 42 
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marine debris, making it imperative to legally adjust our standards in order to 43 
combat this disaster.  One way to combat the impact of plastic utensils on New York 44 
State’s environment is to restrict their use in schools.  By introducing reusable 45 
utensils into schools, school budgets could increase.  In a test conducted by the 46 
Minnetonka Middle Schools, over the course of three years, $23,000 was saved 47 
when reusable utensils replaced disposable utensils.   48 
 49 
Fiscal Implications  50 
School districts will realize increased savings by the replacement of disposable 51 
utensils with reusable utensils.  Most schools in the State already have reusable 52 
utensils for use by students.  There should, therefore, be no additional cost to the 53 
school. 54 
 55 
Environmental Implications  56 
Elimination or limitations on the use of plastic utensils in schools will limit the entry 57 
of plastic waste into the New York State waste stream.  This bill contemplates 58 
occasions where a student would need to use, upon request, a plastic utensil for 59 
travel or occasions where they consume food outside of a cafeteria.  The 60 
commitment to limiting the use and presence of plastic within the schools will 61 
educate consumers to choose reusable utensils so they may realize and enjoy a 62 
cleaner environment. 63 
 64 
Effective Date  65 
This law will become effective August 1, 2021. 66 


