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Sponsors: Charissa Omans, Kyle Wright, Sierra Reniff, Jocelyn Brick   1 
 2 
An Act To  Amend PBH§3309 to Require all Public servants to be issued a dose of 3 
opioid deterrent and have public servants trained in the use of opioid deterrent. 4 
 5 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 
 7 
Purpose For public servants to be supplied with doses of opioid deterrent as well 8 
as training in how to use it in emergency situations 9 
 10 
Summary of Provisions 11 
Section 1  12 

First sale: The original exchange of goods from manufacturer to 13 
pharmacy.    14 

 15 
High Overdose Death Region Counties exceeding 19.5 deaths or more 16 
per 100,000 population.  17 
 18 
Low Overdose Death Region: Counties having under 19.5 or fewer 19 
deaths per 100,000 population. 20 
 21 
 Milligram Equivalent (MMEs): A way of measuring the absolute 22 
strength of opioid sold by multiplying the number of units sold by the 23 
strength per unit multiplied by the morphine milligram equivalent 24 
conversion factor. 25 

 26 
Public Servant: An employee of a New York State government-funded 27 
institution. 28 
 29 

Section 2  30 
PBH§3309 §7 Require all Public servants to be issued a dose of opioid deterrent, 31 
and have public servants trained in the use of opioid deterrent. 32 
.   33 
Justification  34 

The opioid crisis has caused great suffering in New York State. In 2017, there 35 
were 3,224 overdose deaths in NY. That’s higher than the national average.  Nearly 36 
everyone knows someone impacted by opioids, and many know someone who has 37 
died due to an overdose. Opioid deterrents have the potential to save those 38 
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addicted from an untimely death. Public servants come into contact with many at-39 
risk people and New York State would benefit from training its employees in the use 40 
and administration of this life-saving drug. Many employees have taken it upon 41 
themselves to do exactly this under the existing open prescription for opioid 42 
deterrents program which this bill seeks to extend. With 37.8 prescriptions for 43 
opioids per 100 persons, even law-abiding citizens can benefit.  Spending only 44 
0.007% of the NYS budget could have the potential to save up to 1,487 lives. There 45 
were 16.1 overdose-related deaths per 100,000 NYS citizens in 2017. This could 46 
mean a better future for New York, and if other states follow this example, the 47 
nationwide crisis could be on the path to resolution. 48 
 49 
Fiscal Implications  50 

Opioid deterrent costs $20 per dose. New York State employs roughly 51 
325,000 civil servants. For one dose per employee, that would be $6,500,000, and 52 
for two doses per employee, the cost would be $13,000,000. With two doses per 53 
employee, that would cost approximately 0.007% of the budget. The current tax 54 
rates under the existing Opioid Excise tax are $.0025 on each morphine milligram 55 
equivalent with less than $.50 per unit and $.015 on each morphine milligram 56 
equivalent with a cost of $.50 or more per unit. We could raise each by 50% so: 57 
$.00375 per each morphine milligram equivalent worth <$.50 per unit and $.03 per 58 
each morphine milligram equivalent worth >$.50 per unit. 59 
 60 
Environmental Implications  61 
Minimal environmental implications are expected. 62 
 63 
Effective Date 64 
1 year after the passing of this bill becomes law 65 


