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  2 
An Act To 3 
To add section 265.16 of the New York State Penal Law to make the legal 4 
registration age for a firearm to be eighteen. 5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose 9 
To reduce the overall crime rate in New York State by making the legal registration 10 
age to possess a firearm to be eighteen. 11 
 12 
Summary of Provisions 13 
Section 1: Definitions 14 
Firearm: A rifle, pistol, or other portable gun. 15 
Section 2: 16 
Section 265.16: Criminal sale of a firearm to minor. A person is guilty of criminal 17 
sale of a firearm to a minor when he is not authorized pursuant to law to possess a 18 
firearm and he unlawfully sells, exchanges, gives of disposes of a firearm to 19 
another person who is or reasonably appears to be less than nineteen years of age 20 
who is not licensed pursuant to law to possess a firearm. Criminal sale of a firearm 21 
to a minor is a class C felony. 22 
 23 
Justification 24 
Multiple states such as Texas have a lower legal gun age and have a much lower 25 
overall crime rate. With Texas having one thousand thirty-two homicides due to 26 
firearms and New York having nine hundred ninety-three. This statistic is drastically 27 
different with Texas having nearly ten million more people we are only thirty-nine 28 
homicides lower. We believe if we follow in the model of Texas by lowering our legal 29 
gun registration age to eighteen overall crime rate will decrease in New York State 30 
just how it has in Texas. 31 
 32 
Fiscal Implications 33 
There are no fiscal implications. 34 
 35 
Effective Date 36 
Date Law will go into effect: Year of Passage June 9th, 2020. 37 
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 2 
An Act To Repeal New York State Penal Law Section 230.00   3 
 4 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate 5 
and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 

 7 
Purpose The purpose of this bill is to decriminalize prostitution for all persons over 8 
18. 9 
 10 
Summary of Provisions:  11 
Section 1: Definitions  12 
Prostitution- an exchange of sexual services for money or material remuneration. 13 
Sexual Services- another name for prostitution. 14 
Sexually Transmitted Disease- various diseases or infections that can be transmitted 15 
by direct sexual contact including some (as syphilis, gonorrhea, chlamydia, and 16 
genital herpes) chiefly spread by sexual means and others (as hepatitis B and AIDS) 17 
often contracted by nonsexual means. — called also STD. 18 
Brothel- a house where men and women can visit prostitutes for sexual services. 19 
Section 2: Provisions 20 
Section 230.00 Prostitution. 21 
A person is guilty of prostitution when such person engages or agrees  22 
or offers to engage in sexual conduct with another person in return for  23 
a fee. 24 
Prostitution is a class B Misdemeanor.       25 
 26 
  27 
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Justification 28 
Current laws in New York State often make sex workers feel less safe and provide 29 
impunity for abusers, as sex workers are often too afraid of being penalized to 30 
report crimes to the police. For instance, on average prostitutes are beaten a 31 
minimum of 12 times yearly and these acts of severe violence only get reported 2% 32 
of the time, due to fear of consequences from law enforcement. Prostitutes will be 33 
more likely to practice safe sex, since they will no longer have the fear of a condom 34 
being used as evidence against them in court. In turn, this will decrease the number 35 
of sexually transmitted diseases as well as decrease rape, protecting all people 36 
involved. Laws on sex work should focus on protecting people from exploitation and 37 
abuse rather than trying to ban all sex work and penalize sex workers. A person has 38 
a right to their own body and therefore have the right to participate in any 39 
occupation they may deem fit. The proposed policy reinforces the position that 40 
forced labor, child sexual exploitation and human trafficking are abhorrent human 41 
rights abuses requiring action, which will be easily tackled through this bill. 42 
Currently, New York State views these such abuses as extreme forms of prostitution, 43 
by decriminalizing sex work, the negative stigma towards this occupation will be 44 
eliminated and such offenses will be treated as the crime they are. Currently, fifty-45 
three countries have decriminalized prostitution and have seen a significant boost in 46 
the nation's economy. For example, yearly in Germany the gross income on 47 
prostitution is 4 billion dollars. In addition, through this bill sex workers will have the 48 
opportunity to leave this occupation by eliminating the class B misdemeanor, which 49 
is currently placed on an offender’s permanent record.  50 
 51 

Fiscal Implications 52 
New York currently spends between $50,000 to $60,000 a year on one inmate, 53 
$12,500 for 3 months, which is the average time a prostitute is imprisoned. Without 54 
jailing any prostitutes, New York will save an average of $71,159,000. 55 
Decriminalizing prostitution will have no fiscal implications. It is estimated that 56 
decriminalizing prostitution would save $11 million in municipal police spending. 57 
Gross income for prostitution yearly is estimated to be around $4 billion, which will 58 
significantly boost the economy.  59 
 60 

Effective Date:  61 
This bill will go into effect one year after passage.  62 
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 2 
An Act To:  Amend § 832 of the New York State Executive Law mandate that the 3 
funding for the public defender’s office be equal to the district attorney’s office. 4 
 5 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows  6 
 7 
Purpose 8 
To mandate that the funding for the public defender’s office be equal to the district 9 
attorney’s office. 10 
Summary of Provisions 11 
Section 1; Definitions  12 
Office of Indigent legal services; The office that is tasked with defending people 13 
without sufficient income to afford a lawyer for defense in a criminal case  14 
District Attorney’s Office; Are the prosecutors for the people in court.  15 
Budget Funding; The amount of money given to a part of government.  16 
Section 2;  § 832 Office of indigent legal services 17 
There is hereby created within the executive department the office of indigent legal 18 
services, hereinafter referred to in this section as the "office". The budget funding 19 
of the Office of Indigent legal services in each county shall be equal to the budget 20 
funding of the District Attorney’s Office. The purpose of such office is to monitor 21 
study and make efforts to improve the quality of services provided pursuant to 22 
article Eighteen-B of the county law.  The office shall report to the indigent legal 23 
services board established pursuant   to section eight hundred thirty-three of this 24 
article, provided, however, that administrative matters of general application. 25 
Justification 26 
There is a drastic difference between the funding of the public defender’s office and 27 
the district attorney’s office. In the 2019 fiscal year, there is a $104.8 million 28 
difference in New York county. The right to an attorney is a constitutional right 29 
enshrined in our sixth amendment. This right is violated when your attorney is 30 
overworked, underpaid, and underfunded, while the attorney who wants to 31 
prosecute you receives as many resources as he needs to make sure you are found 32 
guilty. That is not justice. Over 80% of criminal cases require a public defender in 33 
New York. The people who are in need of a public defender are poor and unable to 34 
defend themselves.  As a state we must put an end to these injustices. 35 
Fiscal Implications 36 
This will increase taxes in all counties by approximately .1% to account for the 37 
increase in the public defender’s budget. This means that the average New York 38 
citizen’s taxes will only increase by $12. 39 
Effective Date 40 
This bill will go into effect 4 years after passing. 41 
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 2 
An Act To  Amend subdivision of the law a-1 of §504, Title 5, Article 19 for 3 
certified New York State firefighters to apply for a distinguishing mark on their 4 
driver's license or non-driver ID. 5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose To allow firefighters, with the correct certification, to apply for a symbol 9 
that recognizes their service on their driver's license or non-driver ID. 10 
Summary of Provisions 11 
Section 1 12 
Basic exterior firefighting operations (also referred to as BEFO): The minimum 13 
course that, when completed, enables a firefighter to perform on the scene, except 14 
interior operations. 15 
Interior firefighter: Someone who has completed both BEFO and Firefighter 1, 16 
which enables them to not only operate on exterior fireground but interior as well 17 
(inside a burning building).  18 
Section 2 19 
§504 (a-1)  Every license or renewal thereof issued to an applicant who has 20 
successfully completed, but not limited to, the basic exterior firefighting operations 21 
course to receive the certifications to operate on fireground, or was 22 
a member of the armed forces  of  the  United  States  and  received  an 23 
honorable discharge or was released therefrom under honorable conditions 24 
shall,  upon  his  or  her  request and submission of proof as set forth 25 
herein, contain a distinguishing mark, in such form as the  commissioner 26 
shall  determine, indicating that he or she is a certified firefighter or veteran. Such 27 
proof shall consist of both a certificate of completion of basic exterior firefighting 28 
operations, or equivalent, and a written note of affirmation from the fire chief of the 29 
applicant’s fire department, or certificate of release or discharge from active duty 30 
including but not limited to a DD Form 214 or other proof satisfactory 31 
to the commissioner. The commissioner shall not  require  fees  for  the 32 
issuance  of  such  licenses or renewals thereof to persons requesting a firefighter 33 
or  veteran distinguishing mark which  are  different  from  fees  otherwise 34 
required; provided, however, that notwithstanding the provisions of this section,  35 
the  commissioner  shall not require fees for a duplication or 36 
amendment of a license prior to  its  renewal  if  such  duplication  or 37 
amendment  was solely for the purpose of adding a firefighter or veteran 38 
distinguishing mark to such license. 39 
Justification With an indication on their license, firefighters will have direct proof 40 
of their certification. This will assist them for proving their status anytime it is 41 
required.  42 
Fiscal Implications The only cost will be the price of the license and the renewal 43 
cost of the said license, which will be paid by the firefighter themselves. 44 
Effective Date This bill will go into effect immediately. 45 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend §135.4 of the Commissioner of Education’s regulations to allow students 4 
who participate in after school athletics to be exempt from PE class 5 
 6 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose 9 
The purpose of this bill is to accommodate student athletes that are given 10 
increasingly large amounts of classwork and homework. This bill would allow 11 
students to take time during the school day to do their homework, rather than 12 
participate in a PE class. PE class is pointless for students who are already getting 13 
physical activity outside of school.  14 
 15 
Summary of Provisions 16 
Section 1: Definitions 17 
PE: physical education or gym class that  is an educational course related of 18 
maintaining the human body through physical exercises 19 
Exempt:  To remove or take out  20 
Sports: an activity involving physical exertion and skill in which an individual or 21 
team competes against another or others for entertainment 22 
 23 
Section 2  24 
(a) School district plans. 25 
It shall be the duty of trustees and boards of education to develop and implement 26 
school district plans to provide physical education experiences for all pupils as 27 
provided in this section, except for students participating in varsity athletics within 28 
that semester. Such current plans shall be kept on file in the school district office 29 
and shall be filed with the Division of Physical Education, Fitness, Health, Nutrition 30 
and Safety Services. All school districts shall comply with the provisions of this 31 
section by August 1, 1982. However, the requirement for submission of a plan shall 32 
become effective by January 1, 1983. A school district may conduct an instructional 33 
physical education program which differs from, but is equivalent to, the required 34 
program of instruction set forth in paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) of this section, 35 
with the approval of the commissioner. An equivalent program may be 36 
implemented only after approval from the Division of Physical Education, Fitness, 37 
Health, Nutrition and Safety Services. A request for approval to conduct an 38 
equivalent instructional physical education program shall be filed with the Division 39 
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of Physical Education, Fitness, Health, Nutrition and Safety Services, and shall 40 
include the: 41 
(1) program goals and objectives; 42 
(2) way in which students are to be scheduled and the length of time daily, weekly, 43 
monthly or yearly; 44 
(3) program activities offered at each grade level or each year of instruction; and 45 
(4) assessment activities for determining the students' performance toward the 46 
goals and objectives of the program. 47 
 48 
Justification 49 
Many high school students are constantly bombarded with homework and 50 
classwork, then move onto varsity athletics after school. During these athletics they 51 
are expected to give their full effort and then go home and finish hours of 52 
homework and study for exams. PE classes are meant to be a way for students to 53 
exercise a few times a week, as many students often don’t exercise on their own 54 
time. Forcing athletes to take these classes is a waste of time. It would be more 55 
beneficial for these student-athletes to use this time to study and catch up on 56 
homework. 57 
 58 
Fiscal Implications 59 
Potentially will defund the Physical Education Department, and increase pay for 60 
teachers who will be taking in the student athletes. Physical Education teachers will  61 
have a change in their wage, as they will be teaching less physical education 62 
classes, the choice of classes will also be limited due to the decreased amount of 63 
students participating in the physical education program.  64 
 65 
Effective Date 66 
This bill will go into effect July 1st of the year following its passage. 67 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend the New York State Public Health Law and State Finance Law §4840 to 4 
eliminate copayments required to attend psychiatric appointments. 5 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 
 7 
Purpose 8 
To remove copayments from all psychiatric appointments for ages nineteen and 9 
under to ensure that all adolescents and children receive the help they deserve. 10 
This will result in an increase in appointments and will result in a substantial 11 
decrease in self-harm and suicide cases. 12 
 13 
Summary of Provisions 14 
Section 1: Definitions 15 
Copayment: A relatively small fixed fee that a health insurer requires the patient to 16 
pay upon incurring a medical expense covered by the health insurer. 17 
Mental Illness: Any of a broad range of medical conditions that are marked 18 
primarily by sufficient disorganization of personality, mind, or emotions to impair 19 
normal psychological functioning and cause marked distress or disability and that 20 
are typically associated with a disruption in normal thinking, feeling, mood, 21 
behavior, interpersonal interactions, or daily functioning. 22 
Insurance: A practice or arrangement by which a government agency or company 23 
provides a guarantee of compensation for specified loss, damage, illness, or death 24 
in return for a payment of a premium.   25 
Psychiatry: A branch of medicine that deals with mental, emotional, or behavioral 26 
disorders.    27 
Premium: The amount of money a person pays for their health insurance every 28 
month.  29 
Deductible: The amount a person pays for covered health care services before their 30 
insurance plan starts to pay. 31 
Adolescent: A young person who is developing into an adult; usually children 32 
around the ages of 10 to 19 years.  33 
State Tax: a tax that a person pays to the government of a state rather than to the 34 
national government.  35 
Section 2 36 
(I) consider existing standards developed by national accrediting and professional 37 
organizations; and (II) consult with national and local organizations working on 38 
care coordination or similar models, including health care practitioners, hospitals, 39 
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clinics, and consumers, and their representatives. When developing and 40 
implementing standards of approval of care coordinators for individuals receiving 41 
chronic mental health care services, the commissioner shall consult with the 42 
commissioner of mental health. All copayments for psychiatric appointments that 43 
include adolescents will be removed. An individual or entity may not be a care 44 
coordinator unless the services included in care coordination are within the 45 
individual’s professional scope of practice or the entity’s legal authority. 46 
  47 
Justification 48 
In New York State, about 1 person dies from suicide every 5 hours with 1679 total 49 
deaths in 2018 making it the 12th leading cause of death in New York according to 50 
the American Foundation For Suicide Prevention. In addition, the American 51 
Foundation For Suicide Prevention states that more than twice as many people die 52 
from suicide in New York than from homicide, and that it is the 2nd leading cause of 53 
death for ages 15-34, behind only unintentional injury according to the New York 54 
State Health Department. With such alarming numbers, it would be prudent to 55 
revise our current constitution and figure out ways to lower the suicide rates in New 56 
York and become a leading example of how to prevent suicide in youth. Current 57 
copayments turn away family and victims away from seeking the help that they 58 
require due to the magnitude of the cost. The removal of all current copayments 59 
from all psychiatric appointments will ensure that teenagers and children under 19 60 
years old, the most affected group, will receive the help that they deserve and that 61 
this epidemic can be fought at last.  62 
 63 
Fiscal Implications 64 
All the copayments will become New York State’s responsibility by taking the cost 65 
out of the health care budget. 66 
 67 
Effective Date 68 
This bill will go into effect one year after passage. 69 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
To amend section § 60.37 of Penal Law to mandate that courts make individuals 4 
who were both over the age of fourteen, under the age of twenty, and no more 5 
than five years apart in age convicted of sending sexually explicit material to each 6 
other attend an educational reform program. 7 
 8 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 9 
 10 
Purpose 11 
This bill’s purpose is to help eliminate the potential for a court to charge the two or 12 
more individuals, who were all over the age of fourteen, under the age of twenty, 13 
and within five years of eachother at the time, convicted of consensually sending 14 
sexually explicit material with a class D felony and make them register as a sex 15 
offender. Instead, the individuals would have to complete a reform program to help 16 
learn about the dangers of their actions. 17 
 18 
Summary of Provisions 19 
Section 1 20 
A.) “eligible person" means an individual who (i) is, or is at risk of being, the subject 21 
of a person in need of supervision petition in family court where elements of an 22 
eligible offense have been indicated; or (ii) has  been  arrested  for  or  charged 23 
with an eligible offense, or it is otherwise alleged that such person has committed 24 
an eligible offense 25 
 26 
B.) "eligible offense" means a crime or offense committed, or, in the case of a 27 
person who is, or is at risk of being the subject of a person in need of supervision 28 
petition, conduct  engaged  in,  by  an  eligible person  that  involved  cyberbullying  29 
or the sending or receipt through electronic means of obscenity, as defined in 30 
subdivision one of  section 235.00  of  the  penal  law, or nudity, as defined in 31 
subdivision two of section 235.20 of the penal  law,  when  the  sender  and  the  32 
receiver thereof  were  both  under  the  age  of  twenty  at  the  time  of such 33 
communication, but not more than five years apart in age 34 
 35 
Section 2  36 
1.) When  a  person  has  been charged with an offense and the elements of such 37 
offense meet the criteria of an "eligible offense" and such  person qualifies  as  an 38 
"eligible person" as such terms are defined in section four hundred fifty-eight-l of 39 
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the social services law, the court may must give, for cases involving consensual 40 
production and consensual distribution of sexually explicit material between 41 
individuals over the age of fourteen, under the age of twenty, and within five years 42 
of eachother, a condition of adjournment in contemplation of dismissal in 43 
accordance with  section  170.55  of  the criminal procedure law, or a condition of 44 
probation  or  a  conditional  discharge,  direct  that  the   defendant participate  in  45 
an education reform program pursuant to subdivision two of section four hundred 46 
fifty-eight-l of the social services law. 47 
 48 
2.) Failure to complete the program will result in the further prosecution and the 49 
carrying out of charging a class D felony for rape in the second degree. 50 
 51 
Justification 52 
Sending sexually explicit material is very common amongst teens. Teens are 53 
mentally developing and learning, should they be subject to registration as a sex 54 
offender and a felony record for sharing, consensually, sexually explicit material? 55 
Should this teen, possibly now registered as a sex offender and a felon, not be able 56 
to have the same opportunities as the other teen that didn’t get caught? On top of 57 
this, should the teen have to walk around with such a heavy burden of shame for 58 
the rest of his or her life 59 
  60 
This law eliminates the possibility that a court will determine that the individuals 61 
convicted will be charged with a class D felony and have to register as a sex 62 
offender. If this is already an option for consensually promoting and distributing 63 
sexually explicit content, than why does the other option, a class D felony and sex 64 
offender registration, still exist? If two teens that are within four years of age of 65 
each other can legally engage in sexual intercourse thanks to a close-in-age 66 
exemption, or “Romeo and Juliet Law”, than why can these two teens be charged 67 
for sending this content? 68 
 69 
Fiscal Implications 70 
This law will not have any fiscal implications 71 
 72 
 73 
Effective Date 74 
June 9, 2021 75 
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 2 
An Act To Amend New York Civil Service Law, § 58 article 2 to add a required 3 
implicit bias test for police officer applicants. 4 
 5 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 
 7 
Purpose Determine whether or not law enforcement officers associate race with 8 
behavior so that only men and women with great integrity will be integrated into 9 
the law enforcement system.  10 
Summary of Provisions 11 
Section 1: Definitions  12 
Implicit Bias Test: a test that determines attitudes or stereotypes that affect our 13 
understanding, actions, and decisions in an unconscious manner. 14 
First line supervisor: Supervise and coordinate the investigation of criminal cases, 15 
offering guidance and expertise to investigators, and ensuring that procedures are 16 
conducted in accordance with laws and regulations. 17 
Section 2: Provisions 18 
(b) he or she is a high school graduate or a holder of a  high  school 19 
  equivalency  diploma  issued  by  an  education department of any of the 20 
  states of the United States or a holder of a comparable  diploma  issued 21 
  by  any commonwealth, territory or possession of the United States or by 22 
  the Canal Zone or a holder of a report  from  the  United  States  armed 23 
  forces  certifying  his  or  her  successful  completion of the tests of 24 
  general educational development, high school level; 25 

(i) Applicants are also required to pass the Harvard University implicit bias 26 
tests on religion and race as part of examination.  27 

In order to pass, applicants must receive tests results that range 28 
between slight automatic preference to little or no automatic preference in 29 
order to receive a job in law enforcement.  30 
(ii.) Depending of department preference, the test shall be administered by 31 

either a police chief or by a first line supervisor. 32 
Justification  33 
For far too many years, police brutality has negatively impacted minority groups. In 34 
the United States alone, 69% of police brutality victims are African Americans 35 
suspected of a nonviolent crime and were unarmed. Seeing that minority groups 36 
are being targeted, implementing an implicit bias test would filter out the law 37 
enforcement officers that are unethical and help select ones that have strong 38 
integrity.  39 
Fiscal Implications 40 
There are no fiscal implications to this bill since there are already implicit bias tests 41 
for free online.  42 
Effective Date 43 
This bill will go into effect one year after passage.  44 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend section 510.10 of the New York State Criminal Procedure Law to abolish the 4 
use of bail against defendants whose highest charge is a misdemeanor or lower. 5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose 9 
The purpose of this bill is to abolish the use of bail against misdemeanor offenders. 10 
Summary of Provisions 11 
Section 1: Definitions 12 
Principal: a defendant in criminal action or proceeding.  13 
Securing Order: An order of a court committing a principal to the custody of the 14 
sheriff, to fix bail, or releasing him on his own recognizance.  15 
Bail: meaning the system that governs the status of individuals charged with 16 
committing crimes, from the time of their arrest to the time of their trial, and 17 
pending appeal, with the major purpose of ensuring their presence at trial. 18 
Release on Own Recognizance: allowing a criminal defendant to be released from 19 
custody without posting bail through an application process and an official order. 20 
Misdemeanor: a lesser crime punishable by a fine and/or county jail time for up to 21 
one year. 22 
Section 2: 23 
§ 510.10 Securing order; when required. 24 
When a principal, whose future court attendance at a criminal action or proceeding 25 
is or may be required concerning a felony charge, initially comes under the control 26 
of a court, such court must, by a securing order, either release him on his own 27 
recognizance, fix bail, or commit him to the custody of the sheriff, unless the 28 
principal’s highest criminal charge is a misdemeanor or below, then such court 29 
must, by a securing order, either release him on his own recognizance or commit 30 
him to the custody of the sheriff. When securing order is revoked or otherwise 31 
terminated in the course of an uncompleted action or proceeding but the principal's 32 
future court attendance still is or may be required and he is still under the control 33 
of a court, a new securing order must be issued. When the court revokes or 34 
otherwise terminates a securing order which committed the principal to the custody 35 
of the sheriff, the court shall give written notification to the sheriff of such 36 
revocation or termination of the securing order. 37 
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Justification 38 
The bail system has been broken for generations. In 1966 when the first bail 39 
Reform Act was passed, President Lyndon B. Johnson gave a speech that stated “A 40 
man spent two months in jail before being acquitted. In that period, he lost his job, 41 
he lost his car, he lost his family -- it was split up. He did not find another job, 42 
following that, for four months” This shocking example of a poor man spending 43 
months in jail only to later have his charges dropped is still relevant for many 44 
people in New York State jails today. Bail is an unethical, outdated, and inequitable 45 
system that disproportionately affects the poor and minorities. Low-level offenders 46 
should not be forced to spend months or potentially years in jail simply because 47 
they do not have the financial means to bail themselves out. It has also been 48 
scientifically proven by the Arnold Foundation that low-risk defendants that were 49 
held in jails for as few as 2 days, were 40% more likely to commit “new crimes 50 
before trial than equivalent defendants held no more than 24 hours.” That number 51 
only increases the longer a person is held in jail. Researchers have attributed this to 52 
the destabilization of a person’s life that occurs which “undermine the three 53 
mainstays of steady employment, housing, and family attachments.” Bail has been 54 
proven to do more harm than good for society, therefore it has no purpose for low 55 
level offenses in our modern day justice system. 56 
Fiscal Implications 57 
The proposed NYS Department of Corrections and Community Supervision budget 58 
for 2018-2019 is approximately $2.8 billion. This bill would save the state money 59 
due to the decrease in inmate care costs. Also, this bill would save the state money 60 
as time goes on due to the expected decrease in the recidivism rate for low-level 61 
offenders. 62 
Effective Date 63 
This bill will go into effect 1 year after passage. 64 
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Sponsors: Olivia Lombardo and Caitlin Fitzgerald 1 
An Act To Amend § 804 Title 1 of Article 17 of the Education Law to improve and 2 
expand the sexual health education curricula in all public schools in New York State by 3 
mandating the teaching of consent and creating a task force to oversee its 4 
implementation 5 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 
Purpose This bill will mandate the creation of a task force responsible for establishing 7 
and implementing a comprehensive, medically-accurate, and age- appropriate sexual 8 
health education curricula in all schools for students in grades 1-12. 9 
Summary of Provisions 10 
Section 1: Definitions 11 
Consent: Affirmative consent is a knowing, voluntary, and mutual decision among all 12 
participants to engage in sexual activity. Consent can be given by words or actions, as 13 
long as those words or actions create clear permission regarding willingness to engage 14 
in the sexual activity. Silence or lack of resistance, in and of itself, does not 15 
demonstrate consent. The definition of consent does not vary based upon a 16 
participant's sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. Age-17 
appropriate: topics, messages and teaching methods suitable to particular ages or age 18 
groups of students, based on developing cognitive, emotional, and behavioral capacity 19 
typical for the age or age group. 20 
Medically-accurate - verified or supported by the weight of research conducted in 21 
compliance with accepted scientific methods and published in peer-reviewed journals, 22 
where applicable, or comprising information that leading professional organizations 23 
and agencies with relevant expertise in the field recognize as accurate, objective, and 24 
complete. 25 
School - a school under the jurisdiction of New York State Law. 26 
Student - any student enrolled in a school under the jurisdiction of New York State 27 
Law that has yet to receive a high school diploma. 28 
Program/curricula - the curricula that the task force established in this bill will create 29 
and implement. 30 
Section 2: Provisions 31 
2. DELETE § 804-a. Section 2. Replace with: 32 
Any schooling institution shall be required to implement the comprehensive, 33 
medically-accurate, and age-appropriate health education curricula to all students in 34 
grades 1-12 on a yearly basis. 35 
2. Parents/legal guardians of students in schools can opt out of the program. 36 
Section 3: Curricula 37 
§ 804-a.3. A comprehensive, medically-accurate, and age-appropriate health 38 
education curricula will be established by a task force of individuals and be given the 39 
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authority to update and alter it as seen fit. At least twenty members will be appointed 40 
in conjunction with the sitting New York State Senators (at the time this bill is put into 41 
effect) and contain at least 20 individuals: minimum of six shall be experts in sexual 42 
health education, five New York State public school teachers, four staff persons from 43 
New York State public schools who are not teachers (such as a guidance counselor or 44 
social worker), three experts in the field of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 45 
questioning and gender non-conforming health education, and two representatives 46 
from the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene. 47 
2. After appointment, members of the task force established in this bill will be given 48 
authority over the curricula that shall be established in all New York State public 49 
schools. Nonetheless, these individuals will be given guidelines that must be followed: 50 
1) curricula must include and expand upon the recommendations for sexual health 51 
education as provided by the New York State Education Department, 2) curricula must 52 
be age-appropriate, medically accurate, and medically affirming, 3) curricula must 53 
cover sexual abuse prevention, healthy relationships and consent, and non-54 
heterosexual relationships, and 4) members of the task force are responsible for 55 
oversight insofar as 4a) improving and expanding implementation and staff training 56 
and 4b) ensuring that sexual health education is fully inclusive of lesbian, gay, 57 
bisexual, transgender, gender nonconforming, questioning (LGBTQ) students, and the 58 
diverse needs of students. 59 
Justification  It is a simple fact that teens are engaging in sexual intercourse - 70% 60 
of teenagers in New York State reported to have had sex by the time they were 19. 61 
However, with the prevalence of sex among youth in New York State without the 62 
proper sexual health education, - 35% reported to have never learned consent in the 63 
classroom - the dangers of intercourse are ever-present. By the time a woman enters 64 
college, one in five of her female peers will be a victim of sexual assault or rape. 65 
Learning consent throughout one’s life ensures that sexual assault - currently at an all 66 
time high - can be reduced; New York State has the eleventh-highest teenage 67 
pregnancy rate in the nation, with almost 60 pregnancies per 1,000 girls aged 15-to-68 
19 each year. Despite reports released by the CDC and Planned Parenthood, little has 69 
been changed; but, one thing remains certain: a lifelong approach to sexual education 70 
is a sure solution to decreasing disease and unwanted pregnancies caused by sex. 71 
Fiscal Implications There will be an estimated $500,000 allocated to appropriate 72 
startup measures and $250,000 annually for other necessary steps to 73 
maintain/change the curriculum and/or members in the task force. These costs are 74 
modeled after the New York Education Department and New York Department of 75 
Health. This funding will be calculated in accordance with § 804-a.1. 76 
Effective Date This bill shall go into effect two years after passage 77 
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Sponsors:  Matthew Vlacich, Victoria Guzzi, Jacob Taylor. 1 
 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend § 204.2 of the Workers’ Compensation Law to extend paid leave for cancer 4 
patients who are physically unable to work. 5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose 9 
The purpose of our bill is to allow cancer patients to receive sixty percent of their 10 
normal working wage per month for a maximum of six months, as long as they 11 
have been working at their job for at least six months prior to being diagnosed with 12 
cancer. 13 
 14 
Summary of Provisions 15 
Section 1: Definitions 16 
Cancer- The disease caused by an uncontrolled division of abnormal cells in a part 17 
of the body. 18 
Paid Leave- Leave of absence granted because of illness. 19 
Medical Leave Act- The Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA) provides certain 20 
employees with up to 12 weeks of unpaid, job-protected leave per year. It also 21 
requires that their group health benefits be maintained during the leave. 22 
Section 2: 23 
2. (a) The weekly benefit for family leave that occurs (i) on or after January first, 24 
two thousand eighteen shall not exceed eight weeks during any fifty-two week 25 
calendar period and shall be fifty percent of the employee's average weekly wage 26 
but shall not exceed fifty percent of the state average weekly wage, (ii) on or after 27 
January first, two thousand nineteen  shall  not exceed ten weeks during any fifty-28 
two week calendar period and shall be fifty-five percent of the employee's average  29 
weekly wage but shall not exceed fifty-five percent of the state average weekly 30 
wage,  (iii)  on  or  after January first, two thousand twenty shall not exceed ten 31 
weeks during any fifty-two week calendar period and shall  be sixty percent of the 32 
employee's average weekly wage but shall not exceed sixty  percent  of  the  state 33 
average weekly wage, and (iv) on or after January first of each succeeding year, 34 
shall  not  exceed  twelve  weeks during  any  fifty-two  week  calendar  period  and 35 
shall be sixty-seven percent of the employee's average  weekly  wage  but  shall  36 
not  exceed sixty-seven percent of the New York state average weekly wage in 37 
effect The  superintendent of financial services shall have discretion to delay the  38 
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increases  in  the  family  leave   benefit   level   provided   in subparagraphs (v) If 39 
the employee is diagnosed with cancer and is physically unable to work, his/hers 40 
doctors decides that the patient needs to rest more due to their cancer, he/she will 41 
receive sixty percent of their normal work wage, for up to six months, proceeding 42 
the six months, it is up to the companies discretion on what should happen to the 43 
employee and their paycheck. If the employee were to die because of the cancer, 44 
their pay would be terminated.... 45 
 46 
Justification 47 
This bill helps supports family with only one source of income, or a low income. 48 
Families with a parent that has cancer can lead to adverse emotional outcomes for 49 
everyone within the family, the guardian with cancer feels guilt for not being able to 50 
support the family, the other (financially) supporting guardian has to deal with 51 
extreme pressure and stress, and children of families like these may get depression 52 
or anxiety from this. Furthermore, this bill won’t only help families who need help 53 
support families, but also individuals who are unable to support themselves. 54 
 55 
Fiscal Implications 56 
The money given to the employees would come directly from the company. 57 
However, the company is only paying sixty percent of the employee’s original 58 
paycheck, and it lasts for six months. 59 
 60 
Effective Date 61 
This law will go into effect one year after passage. 62 
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Sponsors:  Desiree Monroe, Holly Perry, Sarah McGarr, Katelyn Turano  1 
 2 
An Act To  Amend Article 6 Part 3 Section 651 in Family Court Law to change 3 
and/or establish an age when minors with separated parents have a voice in family 4 
court relating to custody arrangements. 5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose Give minors starting at age fourteen, with separated parents, a voice in 9 
family court that will have more of an impact on the custody arrangements with 10 
their parents.  11 
 12 
Summary of Provisions 13 
Section 1: Definitions  14 
Conflicting Findings: In the case where the parent awarded custody is charged with 15 
a felony after the custodial hearing has been adjourned, the placement of the minor 16 
will be re-evaluated.  17 
Section 2   18 
Family Court - Article 6 Part 3 Section 651 19 
7. Feasibility study. The commissioner of the office of children  and  family services, 20 
in conjunction with the office of court administration, 21 
is  hereby  authorized and directed to examine, study, evaluate and make 22 
recommendations  concerning  the  feasibility  of  the  utilization  of 23 
computers  in family courts which are connected to the statewide central 24 
register of child abuse  and  maltreatment  established  and  maintained 25 
pursuant  to section four hundred twenty-two of the social services law, 26 
as a means of providing family courts with information regarding parties 27 
 requesting orders of custody or visitation. Minors over the age of fourteen can 28 
request orders of custody that can be honored unless of conflicting findings. 29 
 30 
Justification Minors with separated parents should have more of a say in family 31 
court relating to the custody arrangements, because ultimately they are going to be 32 
the ones living in the conditions given to them. Minors with separated parents may 33 
have certain opinions towards one parent, and their opinions should be taken into 34 
consideration and respected when determining custody arrangements.  35 
 36 
Fiscal Implications No fiscal implications to this bill. 37 
 38 
Effective Date This bill will go into effect one year after its passage.  39 
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Sponsors: Jonathan Yohannan, Gabriel Keene, Benjamin Mathew 1 
 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend Article 19 § 502 subsection 6 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law to mandate an 4 
updated photograph to be taken when renewing an expired driver’s license. 5 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 
 7 
Purpose 8 
The purpose of this bill is to mandate an updated photograph to be taken when 9 
renewing an expired driver’s license to improve identification processes and public 10 
safety. 11 
 12 
Summary of Provisions 13 
Section 1 14 
Commissioner: the appointed authority over the New York State Department of 15 
Motor Vehicles. 16 
Driver’s license: a legal document permitting an individual to drive a motor vehicle. 17 
Updated photograph: a new picture made using a camera. 18 
Renewal of a driver’s license: the extension of the validity of the legal document 19 
permitting an individual to drive a motor vehicle. 20 
Section 2  21 
§  502. Requirements for licensing. 22 
   1. Application for license.… 23 
   2. Age.… 24 
   3. Application for learner's permit.… 25 
   4. Examinations.… 26 
   5. Issuance of license.… 27 
   6. Renewal of license.  28 
(a) A license issued pursuant to subdivision five of this section shall be valid until 29 
the expiration date contained thereon, unless such license is suspended, revoked or 30 
cancelled. Such license may be renewed by submission of an application for 31 
renewal, the fee prescribed by law, proofs of prior licensing, fitness and 32 
acceptable vision prescribed by the commissioner, the applicant’s social 33 
security number, and if required by the commissioner a photo image of 34 
the applicant in such numbers and form as the commissioner shall 35 
prescribe. In addition, an applicant for renewal of a license containing a hazardous 36 
material endorsement shall pass an examination to retain such endorsement. The 37 
commissioner shall, with respect to the renewal of a hazardous materials 38 
endorsement, comply with the requirements imposed upon states by sections 39 
383.141 and 1572.13 of title 49 of the code of federal regulations. A renewal of 40 
such license shall be  issued  by  the commissioner  upon  approval  of  such  41 
application, except that no such license shall be issued if its issuance would be 42 
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inconsistent  with  the provisions  of  section  five  hundred sixteen of this title, and 43 
except that the commissioner may refuse to renew such license if the applicant is 44 
the holder of a currently valid or renewable license to drive issued by another state 45 
or foreign country unless the applicant surrenders such license. 46 
(b) Time for renewal. A renewal license may only be issued if an application for 47 
such license is filed within two years from the date of expiration of the prior license. 48 
Such application may be filed prior to the expiration of the license being renewed 49 
for a period of time as provided by regulation of the commissioner. 50 
    7. Compliance with selective service act required.… 51 
 52 
Justification 53 
Appearances of individuals can dramatically change over the eight year period of a 54 
valid driver’s license, and an updated photograph would greatly assist identification 55 
processes by law enforcement, airport security, etc. Mandating a new photograph 56 
would also assist the prevention of identity theft and fraud. New York State is also 57 
one of the only two states besides Nevada that do not require an updated driver’s 58 
license photograph during a renewal. Driver’s license identity theft is also one of the 59 
most common forms of identification theft, affecting around 116,900 Americans in 60 
2018. 61 
 62 
Fiscal Implications 63 
There are no major fiscal implications for this bill. 64 
 65 
Effective Date 66 
This bill will go into effect on January 1st, 2020. 67 
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Sponsors: Pilar Cerón, Regina Tucker, Hypathia Gonzalez, Melanie Collana 1 
 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend New York Law, Article 2, Section 16, subdivision 5-b under Agriculture and 4 
Markets. 5 
 6 

The people of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and 7 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 8 

 9 
Purpose 10 
The purpose of this bill is to mandate every New York State public school 11 
participate in the Farm to School program.  12 
 13 
Summary of Provisions 14 
Section 1: Definitions 15 
Farm to School: New York State program that connects schools with local farms and 16 
food producers to strengthen local agriculture, improve student health, and 17 
promote regional food systems awareness. 18 
 19 
Section 2: Provisions 20 
5-b. Establish, in cooperation with the commissioner of education, a farm-to-school 21 
program in every public school to facilitate and promote the purchase of New York 22 
farm products by all public schools, public universities and other educational 23 
institutions under the jurisdiction of the education department. The department 24 
shall solicit information from the education department regarding school districts 25 
and other educational institutions interested in purchasing New York farm products, 26 
including but not limited to, the type and amount of such products schools wish to 27 
purchase and the name of the appropriate contact person from the interested 28 
school district. The department shall make this information readily available to 29 
interested New York farmers, farm organizations and businesses that market New 30 
York farm products. The department shall provide information to the education 31 
department and interested school districts and other educational institutions about 32 
the availability of New York farm products, including but not limited to, the types 33 
and amount of products, and the names and contact information of farmers, farm 34 
organizations and businesses marketing such products. The commissioner shall 35 
report to the legislature on the need for changes in law to facilitate the purchases of 36 
such products by schools and educational institutions.  37 
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Justification 38 
The New York State Department of Health states that a third of its children are 39 
obese or overweight. While there are a number of factors the can play into this, 40 
school breakfast and lunch are some of the most important ones. Both are often 41 
significant portions of a child’s nutrition that contribute to the overall health of the 42 
child. In addition, to obesity, another danger from unhealthy food is mental illness. 43 
Studies show that “consuming fast food, sugar, and soft drinks were associated 44 
with more cases of attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder”. Through the Farm to 45 
School program, we can educate students and their families about locally grown 46 
foods and take steps to provide healthier foods for students. One way this can be 47 
implemented is through the toolkit. The toolkit is a set of steps that work towards 48 
the ultimate goal of getting locally grown farm foods to school lunches. It important 49 
to note that even just the awareness about this movement is just as the 50 
implementation to schools.  51 
 52 
Fiscal Implications 53 
The fiscal implications of our bill are minimal, as schools can choose activities that 54 
vary in price range, from inviting local farmers as guest speakers to teaching about 55 
local agriculture in lessons.  56 
 57 
Effective Date  58 
This bill will go into effect at July 1st, 2019. 59 
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Sponsors:  Ricardo Donohue Sobrevinas, Joshua Enright, Lucas Nelson  1 
 2 
An Act To: amend the public health law section 1352, in relation to prohibitions on  3 
single-use  plastic straws in full service eating establishments. 4 
 5 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 
 7 
Purpose 8 
The Purpose of this bill is to prohibit full-service eating establishments from 9 
providing single-use plastic straws to consumers unless requested by the consumer. 10 
 11 
Summary of Provisions 12 
Section 1 13 
 14 
Plastic Straw- A thin plastic tube used to suck liquids into the mouth. 15 
 16 
Patron- A customer of a store, restaurant or theater. 17 
 18 
Full Service Eating Establishment- A premises or part of a premises where food is 19 
served directly to the customer for personal use. Full service eating establishments 20 
include but are not limited to, full-service restaurants, fast food restaurants, cafes, 21 
bakeries, delicatessens, take-out food stores, coffee shops, grocery, vending trucks 22 
or carts, cafeterias and concession stands.  23 
 24 
Section 2 25 
§ 5. Subdivision 2 of section 1352 of the public health law is amended to read as 26 
follows: 27 
2.  (a)  It shall be unlawful to furnish or serve in any full service eating 28 
establishment or drinking establishment, any plastic straw, tube or similar device 29 
for  drinking out of glasses, cups or containers of any type unless such straw, tube 30 
or similar device is specifically requested by a patron or care giver of the eating 31 
establishment with a physical or mental disability and conforms to and is furnished 32 
or served in accordance with the following requirements: When  offered  for  use,  it  33 
shall  be completely  enclosed  in  an  impervious or a bactericidal wrapper to be 34 
opened by the ultimate user; if unwrapped it may be used if it  is  kept in  an  35 
approved  sanitary  dispenser  loaded  from the original package without handling, 36 
which dispenses one such straw, tube or  device  at  a time  directly to the user and 37 
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which is so constructed that the interior may be cleaned and kept in a sanitary 38 
condition;  unused  loose  straws, tubes  or  devices already dispensed from the 39 
dispensing container shall not be used again. No single-service paper containers, 40 
paper cups, paper spoons, paper forks or paper plates shall be used a second time. 41 
Any eating or drinking establishment that violates this statute shall be liable for a 42 
civil penalty of $300 for their first violation. For a second and subsequent 43 
violation(s), the eating establishment shall be liable for a penalty of $500.  44 
 45 
Justification 46 
It is estimated that plastic straws decompose at a rate of 0.2 percent each year. 47 
That amounts to a full decomposition of one single straw after 500 years. When 48 
placed end to end, the amount of straws used in the U.S. every day could circle the 49 
entire globe more than once. When Plastics do get around to decomposing, they 50 
become microscopic, less than 5 centimeters in length. This can impose a plethora 51 
of health risks including the ingestion of bacteria carried by microplastics. Enacting 52 
this bill will not solve the problem of plastic pollution completely, but it is a step in 53 
the right direction. 54 
 55 
Fiscal Implications 56 
This bill will have no effect on the New York State budget. 57 
 58 
Effective Date 59 
This law will take effect one year after passage. 60 
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Sponsors:  Lillian Kronau, Alexander Michaels, Carley Salerno 
 
AN ACT TO: Amend the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law Section 114-A 
definition of a drug to include inhalants. 
 1 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and assembly, do enact as follows: 2 
 3 
PURPOSE: To amend the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law Section 114-A 4 
definition of a drug to include inhalants. This will prohibit the use of inhalants 5 
followed by the subsequent operation of a motor vehicle.  6 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: 7 
Section 1: Definitions:  8 

1. “Volatile Solvents”   shall include liquids that vaporize at room 9 
temperature, including paint thinners and removers, gasoline, glues, 10 
correction fluids, and felt-tip marker fluids 11 

2. “Aerosols”  shall include sprays that contain propellants and solvents such 12 
as spray paints, deodorant and hair sprays 13 

3. “Gases” shall include medical anesthetics, such as ether, chloroform, 14 
halothane, and nitrous oxide or "laughing gas," and gases found in butane 15 
lighters, propane tanks and whipped cream dispensers 16 

4. “Nitrites” shall includes inhalants which primarily dilate blood vessels and 17 
relax the muscles. They include cyclohexyl nitrite in room odorizes; amyl 18 
nitrite and butyl nitrite both called "poppers.”  19 

Section 2: Amends the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law Section 114-A as 20 
follows: 21 
Section 1. The New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law is amended by adding to 22 
section 114-A as follows: 23 
 S 114-A. Drug. The term “drug”, when used in this chapter, means and 24 
includes any substance listed in section thirty-three hundred six of the public health 25 
law, and includes inhalants. Inhalants include volatile substances that produce 26 
chemical vapors that can be inhaled to induce a psychoactive, or mind-altering, 27 
effect; as categorized by volatile solvents, aerosols, gases, and nitrites.  28 
  29 
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JUSTIFICATION:  30 
Driving while impaired is considered one of the most heinous violations of the 31 
Vehicle and Traffic Laws. Not only does it endanger the driver, but also the lives of 32 
those around him/her. ‘Impairment’ is not defined specifically by alcohol, but by 33 
any drug which affects a driver’s ability to make decisions and to be in complete 34 
control of their vehicle. Inhalants, a type of drug which is huffed to achieve a high, 35 
certainly fall under this category. The effects of an inhalant high are extremely 36 
similar to alcohol: initial excitation followed by drowsiness, disinhibition, 37 
lightheadedness, and agitation. Inhalants can even produce anesthesia when 38 
inhaled in large amounts, leading to a loss of sensation and eventual 39 
unconsciousness. Under the current law, the consequences for driving whilst 40 
influenced by these dangerous substances are practically nonexistent. Inhalants are 41 
not included on the list of controlled substances under Section 3306 of the Public 42 
Health Law, and inhalant abusers who operate a motor vehicle whilst high can thus 43 
not be charged with a DWAI. This can be seen in a recent court case The People v 44 
Litto, wherein an inhalant abuser, Vincent Litto, inhaled a mouthful of aerosol and 45 
immediately proceeded to operate a vehicle with three 13 year olds in the back 46 
seat. The court ruled that, though Litto’s abuse resulted in the death of a young 47 
woman and serious injuries to many others, the common DWAI law did not extend 48 
to inhalants and that the court was thus unable to prosecute him under a DWAI. 49 
The Chief Justice in this case said of the decision, “Perhaps gaps exist in the law.” 50 
This bill moves to bridge these gaps. By amending the definition of drug to include 51 
inhalants, we take motions to prevent the abuse of inhalants overall, and to remove 52 
an incredibly dangerous substances from New York’s roadways. 53 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 54 
The increased fine resulting from the amendment described above would 55 
supplement New York State’s revenue from incidents involving driving under the 56 
influence of inhalants. 57 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 58 
The law will go into effect one calendar year after this bill passes.  59 
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Sponsors:  Michael Berger, Michaela Finn, Ryleigh Hesler, Alex Maddaloni 1 
 2 
An Act To Amend New York Penal Code § 135.60 to include any tactics in the 3 
recruitment of minors into gang criminal organizations in public areas as a criteria 4 
for coercion in the second degree. 5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do 7 

enact as follows: 8 
 9 
Purpose 10 
To limit the recruitment of minors into gang criminal organizations. 11 
 12 
Summary of Provisions 13 
Section 1: Definitions 14 
Gang: is a group of three or more individuals who engage in criminal activity and 15 
identify themselves with a common name or sign. 16 
Minor: A person under the age of full legal responsibility. 17 
Public Area:  A place to which the public or a substantial group of persons has 18 
access, and includes, but is not limited to, highways, transportation facilities, 19 
schools, places of amusement, parks, playgrounds, or community centers. 20 
Coercion: The practice of persuading someone to do something by using force or 21 
threats 22 
Class A Misdemeanor: Sentence where an individual can receive a maximum of one 23 
year in jail or three years probation. In addition, a fine of up to $1,000 or twice the 24 
amount of the individual's gain from the crime may be imposed. 25 
Section 2: Provisions  26 
 § 135.60. A person is guilty of coercion in the second degree when he or she 27 
compels or induces a person to engage in conduct which the latter has a legal right 28 
to abstain from engaging in, or to abstain from engaging in conduct in which he or 29 
she has a legal right to engage, or compels or induces a person to join a group, 30 
organization or criminal enterprise which such latter person has a right to abstain 31 
from joining, by means of instilling in him or her a fear that, if the demand is not 32 
complied with, the actor or another will: 33 
1. Cause physical injury to a person;  or 34 
2. Cause damage to property;  or 35 
3. Engage in other conduct constituting a crime;  or 36 
4. Accuse some person of a crime or cause criminal charges to be instituted 37 
against him or her;  or 38 
5. Expose a secret or publicize an asserted fact, whether true or false, tending to 39 
subject some person to hatred, contempt or ridicule;  or 40 
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6. Cause a strike, boycott or other collective labor group action injurious to some 41 
person's business;  except that such a threat shall not be deemed coercive when 42 
the act or omission compelled is for the benefit of the group in whose interest the 43 
actor purports to act;  or 44 
7. Testify or provide information or withhold testimony or information with respect 45 
to another's legal claim or defense;  or 46 
8. Use or abuse his or her position as a public servant by performing some act 47 
within or related to his or her official duties, or by failing or refusing to perform an 48 
official duty, in such manner as to affect some person adversely;  or 49 
9. Perform any other act which would not in itself materially benefit the actor but 50 
which is calculated to harm another person materially with respect to his or her 51 
health, safety, business, calling, career, financial condition, reputation or personal 52 
relationships; or 53 
10. When he or she uses any tactics to persuade or recruit minors into criminal 54 
gang organizations in public areas or within 100 feet of said areas. These public 55 
areas include parks, malls, astreets, schools, playgrounds, transportation facilities, 56 
or any other place to which the public or a substantial group of persons has access. 57 
 58 
Coercion in the second degree is a class A misdemeanor. 59 
 60 
Justification 61 
 According to the Department of Justice, as of 2000 there were no less than 62 
120,000 minors, some as young as 8 years old, in 45 cities across the United States 63 
who were involved in criminal gang organizations. Gang violence and actions are a 64 
serious problem that ails both our nation and state, it cannot be allowed to spread 65 
into the lives of future generations. This is why New York must take preventive 66 
measures. By limiting the gang recruitment of minors in public areas, we can 67 
ensure that law enforcement can help prevent a large number of minors from 68 
following a path that can endanger both themselves and others. 69 
 70 
Fiscal Implications 71 
There will be no additional cost on the New York State Budget. 72 
 73 
Effective Date 74 
This law will go into effect 6 months after its passage. 75 
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 3 
AN ACT TO: An Act to amend the New York Election Law §5-102 to reduce the 4 
voting age to sixteen years old for local town, village, city, and county elections. 5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly, do 7 

enact as follows: 8 
 9 
PURPOSE: 10 
To reduce the voting age to sixteen years old for local town, village, city, and 11 
county elections. 12 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: 13 
Section 1: Definitions 14 
1.  “Resident” shall mean a person coming into a place with the intention to 15 
establish their permanent residence, and remain there. 16 
2. “Citizen” shall mean individuals born in one of the several states of the United 17 
States, District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, Northern Mariana Islands, or Virgin 18 
Islands; individuals born in an outlying possession of the U.S. (American Samoa or 19 
Swain’s Island) on or after the date the U.S. acquired the possession (US non-20 
citizen national); foreign-born children, under age 18, residing in the U.S. with their 21 
birth or adoptive parents, at least one of whom is a U.S. citizen by birth or 22 
naturalization; individuals granted citizenship status by the U.S. Citizenship and 23 
Immigration Services (USCIS) (naturalized U.S. citizens) and any future updates to 24 
citizenship status by the U.S. federal government. 25 
3. “Local town, village, city and county” shall mean the jurisdiction with the largest 26 
degree of home rule and taxing jurisdiction over their residents; minor civil 27 
divisions; and the primary administrative district in New York State.      28 
Section 2:  Amends New York Election Law 5-102 as follows: 29 
§  5-102.  Qualifications of voters; age and residence. 30 
1. No person shall be qualified to register for and vote at any general election 31 
above the local town, village, city and county level unless they are a citizen of the 32 
United States and is or will be, on  the day of such election, eighteen years of age 33 
or over, and a resident of this state and of the county, city or village for a minimum  34 
of  thirty  days  next preceding such election.   35 

(a) A person shall be qualified to register for and vote at any town, city and 36 
county election provided they are a citizen of the United State and is or will be, 37 
on the day of such election, sixteen years of age or over, and a resident of this 38 
state and of the town, village, city or county for a minimum of thirty days 39 
preceding such election.    40 

 41 
 42 
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JUSTIFICATION:  43 
At the age of sixteen, people should have a voice in the laws that affect their local 44 
communities.  Lowering the voting age in local elections to age sixteen increases 45 
voter turnout and develops lifelong voting habits.  Sixteen-year-olds are 46 
knowledgeable about civics and make equally good choices as older voters. In a 47 
recent study from Annals Academy of Political and Social Science, they saw that 16-48 
year-olds on average reach proficiency levels comparable to adults when being 49 
tested on civil knowledge, political skills, political efficiency, and tolerance. In 50 
recent years the voice of the younger generations has increased exponentially. 51 
Through the use of tools such as social media, our younger population have been 52 
showcasing their increased interest in participating in the election process. It’s time 53 
that we allow them to take action of this voice and participate in their civic duty. 54 
Currently, more than 15 states allow for 17-year-olds to participate in elections. 55 
Cities across the country such as Washington D.C.; Takoma Park, Maryland; 56 
Golden, Colorado and Berkeley, California have implemented this policy with certain 57 
ones such as Washington D.C. going so far as to begin the process to allow 16-58 
year-olds to participate in federal elections.  59 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:         60 
The costs as a whole will be negligible. The infrastructure currently in place will be 61 
able to handle the increase in voters.         62 
EFFECTIVE DATE:    63 
The law will go into effect one year after passage  64 
 65 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend Article § 27 of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law to ban 4 
the administration of single-use plastic bags at stores and other retail 5 
establishments. 6 
 7 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 8 
 9 
Purpose 10 
To ban the administration of single-use plastic bags at stores and other retail 11 
establishments due to the detrimental effects they have on the environment. 12 
 13 
Summary of Provisions 14 
Section 1: Definitions 15 
Compostable plastic bag: A plastic bag that at a minimum meets the American 16 
Society for Testing and Materials standard D6400 for compostable plastic, as 17 
amended. 18 
Plastic carryout bag: a plastic carryout bag provided  by  a store to a customer at 19 
the point of sale. 20 
Reusable bag: a bag made of cloth or other machine washable fabric that has 21 
handles; or a durable plastic bag with handles that is specifically designed 22 
and manufactured for multiple reuse. 23 
Film plastic: Uncontaminated, non-rigid film plastic packaging products composed 24 
of plastic resins, which include, but are not limited to, newspaper bags, dry cleaning 25 
bags and shrink-wrap. 26 
Section 2  27 
§ 27-2703. Store operator responsibilities. 28 
1.  The operator of a store shall establish an at-store recycling program pursuant to 29 
the provisions of this title that provides an opportunity for a customer of the store 30 
to return to the store clean plastic carryout bags and film plastic. 31 
2. A retail establishment that does not meet the definition of a store 32 
and that provides plastic carryout bags to customers at the point of 33 
sale may also adopt an at-store recycling program shall be prohibited from doing 34 
so.  35 
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§ 27-2704 Single-Use Bag Act 36 
Single-use plastic bags shall not be distributed in stores and other retail 37 
establishments that would otherwise provide such bags.  38 
1. Exceptions shall be provided under the listed circumstances: pre-packaged meat, 39 
milk, and perishable items. 40 
2. All stores and retail establishments that violate this provision of law shall be 41 
subject to a fine of $500 in the first offense, $1,000 for the second offense, and 42 
$5,000 and/or six months imprisonment for the third offense. 43 
  § 27-2705. Recycling program requirements. 44 
  An  at-store  recycling  program  provided  by the operator of a store 45 
  shall require: 46 
 47 
Justification 48 
Litter is a huge epidemic in New York State. Plastic carryout bags can travel long 49 
distances through wind and water. They litter our landscapes, get caught in fences 50 
and trees, float around in waterways, and can eventually make their way into the 51 
world’s vast and populated oceans.  Petroleum-based plastic bags do not truly 52 
degrade. What does occur is that when out in the environment, the plastic breaks 53 
up into tiny pieces that end up in the ocean to be consumed by its wildlife. Today, 54 
there are an estimated 46,000-1,000,000 plastic fragments floating within every 55 
square mile of our oceans. With this bill put in motion, we as a state can take a 56 
huge step forward towards saving our environment. And as Suffolk County, New 57 
York has implemented bag fees we can see how this issue is extremely evident. If 58 
we ban the use of plastic bags the amount of plastic pollution will decrease, leading 59 
to a world that will flourish for both human and animal alike. 60 
 61 
Fiscal Implications 62 
New York spends an average of 23 million dollars per year on plastic bags. The 63 
passing of this bill will decrease this cost drastically, as stores will no longer pass 64 
the cost of the plastic bags on to consumers. This will lead to all New Yorkers 65 
saving money, as they do not have to pay for plastic bags. 66 
 67 
Effective Date 68 
This bill will go into date on August 1st of 2019. 69 
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 2 
An Act To  3 
Amend §135.3 of the Commissioner of Education’s regulations to require secondary 4 
schools to teach comprehensive sexual education in health classes. 5 
 6 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose 9 
The purpose of this bill is to require the teaching of comprehensive sexual 10 
education in all public high school health classes. 11 
 12 
Summary of Provisions 13 
Section 1: Definitions  14 
Health education: instruction in understandings, attitudes and behavior in regard to 15 
the several dimensions of health. This instruction relates to alcohol, tobacco and 16 
other drugs, safety, mental health, nutrition, dental health, sensory perception, 17 
disease prevention and control, environmental and public health, consumer health, 18 
first aid, and other health-related areas.  19 
Consent: an agreement between all participants to engage in sexual activity. 20 
Comprehensive Sexual Education: sex education instruction method based on-21 
curriculum that aims to give students the knowledge, attitudes, skills and values to 22 
make appropriate and healthy choices in their sexual lives. 23 
 24 
Section 2: Provisions         25 
Health education in the secondary schools. (1) The secondary school curriculum 26 
shall include health education as a constant for all pupils. In addition to continued 27 
health guidance in the junior high school grades, provision shall also be made for a 28 
separate one-half year course. In addition to continued health guidance in the 29 
senior high school, provision shall also be made for an approved one-half unit 30 
course. Health education shall be required for all pupils in the junior and senior high 31 
school grades and shall be taught by teachers holding a certificate to teach health. 32 
A member of each faculty with approved preparation shall be designated as health 33 
coordinator, in order that the entire faculty may cooperate in realizing the potential 34 
health teaching values of the school programs. The health coordinator shall insure 35 
that related school courses are conducted in a manner supportive of health 36 
education, and provide for cooperation with community agencies and use of 37 
community resources necessary for achieving a complete school -community health 38 
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education program. Comprehensive sexual education will be mandatory. This 39 
education will include teaching consent, healthy relationships, appreciating overt 40 
and implied signals of sexual domination, contraception methods, condom usage, 41 
STI causes and symptoms, and termination options for unintended pregnancies.  42 
 43 
Justification 44 
The need for a comprehensive mandate to teach consent, a concept that ideally 45 
should be common sense is disheartening at one level, but it also underscores its 46 
urgency and importance in these current times.In a survey conducted by Planned 47 
Parenthood, 19% of participants strongly agreed that consent is characterized by 48 
merely not saying “No.” This continued misconception of the true definition of 49 
consent indicates a gap in public knowledge. Educating the youth on the true 50 
aspects of consent and the heinous consequences of violating it will make a big 51 
dent in the problem, especially if done as our world views are still evolving. 52 
Teaching future generations will hopefully help to overturn a mentality that has 53 
been warped and corrupt for hundreds of years. With this amendment, we hope to 54 
see a more kind, respectful environment, where everyone is treated fairly without 55 
the fear of oppression and inferiority.  56 
 57 
Fiscal Implications 58 
The fiscal implications of this bill will differ between school districts. Districts have 59 
the option of purchasing extensive consent education curriculum for their schools, 60 
and may need to use school resources, such as paper and ink, in order to properly 61 
teach the added material. However, no additional teachers will need to be hired to 62 
implement this bill, and there is the potential for no additional costs to be required. 63 
School districts can use free resources and create their own resources in order to 64 
teach the added material. Regardless of the school districts decisions, there will be 65 
very little fiscal implications with the implementation of this bill. 66 
 67 
Effective Date 68 
This bill will go into effect July 1 of the year following its passage. 69 
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 2 
AN ACT TO:  Amend Article 5 Section 65-c to make it so people under the age of 3 
18 cannot consume alcohol in any situation excluding religious and medicinal 4 
reasons   5 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows:  6 
 7 
PURPOSE:  To establish an absolute minimum age to consume alcohol beverages 8 
unless for religious or medicinal reasons  9 
 10 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:   11 
Section 1: Definitions    12 

●  Alcoholic Beverage- Any drink capable of being consumed, tasted, or imbibed 13 
containing ethanol or ethyl alcohol, such as beers, spirits, wines, etc. ● 14 
 Imbibe- The action of consuming or drinking a liquid substance.  15 

Section 2:   16 
2.  Unless under circumstances of religion and medicine, which then can be at any 17 
age, a person under the age of twenty-one years and over the age of 18 may 18 
possess any alcoholic beverage with intent to consume if the alcoholic beverage is 19 
given:  20 
(a) to a person who is a student in a curriculum licensed or   registered by 21 
the state education department and the student is required   to taste or 22 
imbibe alcoholic beverages in on-campus or off-campus courses which are a 23 
part of the required curriculum, provided such   alcoholic beverages are used 24 
only for instructional purposes during class conducted pursuant to such 25 
curriculum; or  26 
(b) to the person under twenty-one years of age by that person's parent 27 
or guardian.  28 
JUSTIFICATION:   29 

It is a well-established fact underaged consumption of alcohol has severe 30 
detrimental effects on the developing brain- In fact, a study published by Dr. Susan 31 
Tapert, Professor and Associate Vice Chair of Academic Affairs of the University of 32 
California, San Diego describes the effects of alcohol on nerve tissue within the  33 
cerebrum by comparing brain scans of heavy drinking adolescents, and those of 34 
non-drinkers. Specifically, it reveals severely damaged nerve tissue was found in 35 
the brains of the heavy drinkers in both males and females, decreasing their 36 
attention spans, and abilities to comprehend and interpret visual information. This 37 
is estimated to primarily cease, at minimum, upon reaching of age 18, and to allow 38 
such activities prior is a travesty against our nation’s young minds, one which, 39 
cannot be allowed to continue at such a rate.  40 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:  41 
There will be no foreseeable fiscal implications for this bill  42 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  43 
This bill will be enacted as of January 1st, 2020  44 
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An Act To: Amend Vehicle and Traffic Law § 501 to include licensing requirements 3 
based on vehicle dimensions. 4 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 5 
Purpose  The purpose of this bill is to ensure that drivers are prepared to handle 6 
larger vehicles that are in the weight limit for Class C and D licenses. If NY state 7 
drivers have more advanced skills and qualifications relating to vehicle size, drivers 8 
would be able to handle taller, wider, and longer vehicles vehicles more safely, 9 
reducing accidents on motorways. 10 
Summary of Provisions 11 
Section 1: Definitions 12 
GVWR - Gross Vehicle Weight Rating 13 
GCWR - Gross Combined Weight Rating 14 
Section 2 : §  501.2 2. Driver license classifications, endorsements and restrictions  15 
and exceptions. (a) License classifications. 16 
    (iii)  Class  C. Such license shall be valid to operate any vehicle or 17 
combination of vehicles which may be operated with a class E license and 18 
shall be valid to operate any motor vehicle with a length of not more than 35 feet, a 19 
width of not more than 8.5 feet, a height of not more than 10 feet, or a GVWR of 20 
not more than twenty-six thousand pounds and any such vehicle towing  another  21 
vehicle with  a GVWR of not more than ten thousand pounds except it shall not be 22 
valid to operate a tractor or a motorcycle other than a  class  B  or  C limited use 23 
motorcycle. 24 
    (iv)  Class D. Such license shall be valid to operate any passenger or 25 
limited use automobile or any  truck  with a length of not more than 35 feet, a 26 
width of not more than 8.5 feet, a height of not more than 10 feet, or a  GVWR  of  27 
not  more  than  twenty-six  thousand  pounds or any such vehicle towing a vehicle 28 
with a GVWR of not more than ten thousand pounds, or any  such  vehicle  towing 29 
another  vehicle  with  a GVWR of more than ten thousand pounds provided such 30 
combination of vehicles has a GCWR  of  not  more  than  twenty-six 31 
thousand  pounds,  or  any  personal use vehicle with a length of not more than 35 32 
feet, a width of not more than 8.5 feet, a height of not more than 10 feet, or a 33 
GVWR of not more than twenty-six thousand pounds or any such  vehicle  towing  a  34 
vehicle with a GVWR of not more than ten thousand pounds, except it shall not be 35 
valid  to  operate  a  tractor,  a  motorcycle other than a class B or C limited use 36 
motorcycle, a vehicle used to transport passengers for  hire or for which a 37 
hazardous materials endorsement is required, or a vehicle defined  as  a  bus in 38 
subdivision one of section five hundred nine-a of this title. 39 
Justification  Automobile safety is of utmost importance, and more training should 40 
be required to safely operate vehicles with large lengths, widths, and heights, 41 
regardless of the weight of the vehicle. 42 
Fiscal Implications  There would be no fiscal implications. 43 
Effective Date  This bill will go into effect one year after the passage of the bill.  44 



 

New York State YMCA  

Youth And Government 
WWW.YMCANYS.ORG 

Committee Assignment: Assembly Freedom 4 Bill #: AF-23 

Sponsors:  Christopher Baker, Derek Martelle, Aidan Conroy, Jason Boucher 
 
AN ACT TO:  Amend New York State General Business Law Article 26 to add 1 
section 399-aaaa to ban the sale of cosmetics within the state if the cosmetic was 2 
developed or manufactured using an animal test that was conducted or contracted 3 
by the manufacturer or any supplier of the manufacturer on or after January 1, 4 
2021. 5 
 6 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 7 
 8 

PURPOSE:  9 
To ban the sale of cosmetics within the state if the cosmetic was developed or 10 
manufactured using an animal test that was conducted or contracted by the 11 
manufacturer or any supplier of the manufacturer on or after January 2, 2021 and 12 
to provide a penalty for a violation of this section. 13 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: 14 
Section 1: Definitions 15 
1.  “Cosmetics” shall mean any substance or preparation intended to be placed in 16 

contact with the various external parts of the human body (epidermis, hair 17 
system, nails, lips and external genital organs) or with the teeth and the mucous 18 
membranes of the oral cavity with a view exclusively or mainly to cleaning 19 
them, perfuming them, changing their appearance and/or correcting body odors 20 
and/or protecting them or keeping them in good condition. 21 

2.   “Animal test” shall mean the introduction of cosmetics either internally or 22 
externally to a non-human vertebrate for the purpose of determining the safety 23 
or effectiveness of a cosmetic. 24 

3.   “Manufacturer” shall mean a person, company, corporation or other entity 25 
engaged in the development or manufacture of cosmetics sold in the state.  26 
Manufacturer does not include a repackager or wholesaler. 27 

4.  “Supplier” shall mean a person, company, corporation or other entity that 28 
provides materials to a developer or manufacturer of cosmetics sold in the state.  29 

Section 2:  Amends New York State General Business Law Article 26 to add the 30 
following: 31 
399-aaaa.  Prohibition on sale of animal tested cosmetics.  32 
1. The sale of cosmetics developed or manufactured using an animal test that 33 
was conducted or contracted by the manufacturer, or any supplier of the 34 
manufacturer shall be prohibited in New York State on or after January 1, 2021. 35 
2. The Attorney General may investigate any reports or evidence of alleged 36 
violations of this section for the purposes of bringing an action to halt the sale of 37 
the cosmetics and to seek imposition of a civil penalty for any violation.  38 
   3. If a violation is determined to have occurred in an action brought by the 39 
Attorney General, the penalty for the first violation shall be seven hundred and fifty 40 
dollars and one thousand dollars for each subsequent violation. 41 
  42 
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JUSTIFICATION:  43 
Over 100 million animals are burned, crippled, poisoned, and abused in labs in the 44 
United States every year.  Animal tests used in the cosmetic industry include 45 
painful skin and eye irritancy experiments, as well as toxicity evaluations that 46 
involve exposing animals to deadly substances, sometimes by force-feeding or 47 
inhalation. The most commonly used animals are mice, rats, rabbits and guinea 48 
pigs. The vast majority are killed when testing is complete.  Animal testing is cruel 49 
and inhumane.  Animals used in testing are subjected to force feeding, forced 50 
inhalation, food and water deprivation, prolonged periods of physical restraint and 51 
the infliction of pain to study the effects of cosmetics.  Alternative testing methods 52 
are available and can produce reliable and more relevant results.  Cosmetics that 53 
pass animal tests are not necessarily safe for humans and may mislead researchers 54 
into ignoring potential alternatives.  92% of experimental drugs that are safe and 55 
effective in animals fail in human clinical trials because they are too dangerous or 56 
do not work.  Up to 90% of animals used in U.S. labs are not counted in the official 57 
statistics of animals tested.  Restricting the manufacture and sale of animal tested 58 
cosmetics in New York State and imposing civil penalties for violations will 59 
encourage manufacturers to utilize non-animal based testing methods.  The 60 
European Union first banned animal tested cosmetic products 1993 with the full ban 61 
taking effect in 2013.  Only California in the United States has imposed a similar 62 
ban which will become effective in 2020.  Passage of this bill will place New York at 63 
the forefront in the effort to promote and encourage alternative non-animal testing 64 
methods. 65 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:  66 
None. 67 
EFFECTIVE DATE:                                                                                         68 
The law will go into effect one year after passage 69 

http://www.humanesociety.org/issues/cosmetic_testing/tips/common_cosmetics_tests_animals.html
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 2 
An Act To 3 

Amend Penal Code Section 40.15 to modernize the definition of a mental disease or 4 
defect that eliminates criminal responsibility for purposes of the insanity defense 5 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 

 7 
Purpose 8 
To ensure that the insanity defense constitutes a psychiatrically rigorous test of the 9 
mental culpability of a defendant, preventing the use of the insanity defense as an 10 
excuse for mentally competent but merely immoral or unknowledgeable defendants 11 
while providing a legitimate avenue for the mentally ill to receive treatment. 12 
 13 
Summary of Provisions 14 
Section 1: Definitions 15 
Mental disease or defect 16 
a. A mental defect is defined as mental retardation, brain damage or other 17 
biological dysfunction that is associated with distress or disability causing symptoms 18 
or impairment in at least one important area of an individual’s functioning and is 19 
defined in the current Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM 20 
IV) of the American Psychiatric Association. 21 
b. A mental disease or defect does not include abnormalities; 22 
i. Manifested only by criminal or otherwise antisocial behavior; 23 
ii. That are solely personality disorders; 24 
iii. That are solely conduct disorders. 25 
Model Penal Code:  Assesses whether a defendant has the capacity to appreciate 26 
the criminality of their actions or conform their behavior to the confines of the law.   27 
M’Naghten Rule: Assesses whether a defendant knew the nature of the crime they 28 
committed or understood right from wrong at the time.   29 
Section 2  30 
In any prosecution for an offense, it is an affirmative defense that when the 31 
defendant engaged in the proscribed conduct, he lacked criminal responsibility by 32 
reason of mental disease or defect. Such lack of criminal responsibility means that 33 
at the time of such conduct, as a result of mental disease or defect, his perceptions 34 
were separated from reality such that he did not understand the criminality of his 35 
conduct. he lacked substantial capacity to know or appreciate either: 36 
1. The nature and consequences of such conduct; or 37 
2. That such conduct was wrong. 38 
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Justification 39 
The leniency of the current law may allow sane defendants to receive a lesser 40 

sentence that does not give justice to the victims of their crime, containing 41 
permissive language permitting an insanity plea based on the defendant lacking 42 
“substantial capacity” to follow the rule’s elements. Our system of laws is based 43 
upon a legalistic code of publicly dangerous offenses rather than any subjective 44 
moral system. Amending this law will improve the state of justice in New York with 45 
respect to treatment of defendants truly eligible to plead insanity, bringing New 46 
York law to the forefront of modern psychiatric literature on mental illness. Further 47 
to promotinge justice and decreasinge the stigmatization of those with legitimate 48 
mental illness. Additionally, the choice of a public defender to offer a plea of not 49 
guilty by reason of insanity on behalf of their client can result in the defendant 50 
residing in a mental institution without needing the services provided. This 51 
amendment will make the criminal justice system live up to its stated goal of justice 52 
while closing the gap between the legal definition of insanity and the psychiatric 53 
definition. By amending Penal Law § 40.15, the State of New York will no longer 54 
codify the insanity defenses’ stigmatization of mental illness.  55 
 56 
Fiscal Implications 57 
The fiscal implications of this bill will be cost-effective for the state. By making 58 
requirements for the insanity plea more accurate, the total number of insanity 59 
defense pleas that are offered will be reduced. This will save the state money on 60 
litigation of such pleas, only 26% of which are successful in the first place according 61 
to the National Institute of Mental Health. The cost of fostering people in a mental 62 
institution is higher than fostering them in prison, and the state will no longer 63 
spend money on people who are incorrectly sentenced to a mental health facility. 64 
There is no up-front cost to update the law, and judges will have to learn the new 65 
guidelines. 66 
 67 
Effective Date 68 
This bill will go into effect one year after passage. 69 
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 2 
An Act To:  amend section 210 of the Taylor law; allowing public employees or 3 
employee organizations, excluding policemen and firemen, to cause, instigate, 4 
encourage or go on strike. 5 
 6 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose:  To prevent the exploitation of public sector workers by allowing them to 9 
strike and advocate for their fair treatment while protecting public safety. 10 
 11 
Summary of Provisions 12 
Section 1: Definitions 13 
Public sector union: A trade union which primarily represents the interests of 14 
employees within public sector or governmental organizations. 15 
Strike: Refusal to work organized by a body of employees as a form of protest, 16 
typically in an attempt to gain a concession or concessions from their employer.  17 
Section 2: 18 
1.No public employees or employee organizations shall have the right to engage in 19 
a strike, instigate, encourage, or condone a strike. Firefighter and police employee 20 
organizations shall not be granted the right to engage in a strike, instigate, 21 
encourage, or condone a strike and will be subject to the penalties laid out in the 22 
Taylor law if they go on strike. 23 
 24 
Justification 25 
If unions don’t have the right to strike then that diminishes their right to collective 26 
bargain. Our teachers, nurses, transit workers, and welfare workers deserve the 27 
right to strike, to advocate against unfair working conditions from the state and for 28 
better pay.   29 
 30 
Fiscal Implications  31 
The state would not incur any expenses with the passing of this bill. 32 
 33 
Effective Date  34 
This bill will go into effect one year after passage. 35 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend Article 29-B section 2504 of Public Health Law to allow transgender minors 4 
to transition without the consent of a parent or guardian with doctoral diagnosis of 5 
gender dysphoria. 6 
 7 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 8 
 9 
Purpose 10 
To allow transgender minors to transition without the consent of a parent or 11 
guardian with doctoral diagnosis of gender dysphoria. 12 
 13 
Summary of Provisions 14 
Section 1: Definitions 15 
Minor: A person under the age of 18 16 
Gender dysphoria: The condition of feeling one's emotional and psychological 17 
identity as male or female to be opposite to one's biological sex. 18 
Doctoral consent: A licensed medical professional’s diagnosis 19 
Hormone therapy: The use of either estrogen or testosterone injected into the 20 
bloodstream or taken as medication to develop secondary sex characteristics of the 21 
opposite gender and relieve gender dysphoria. 22 
Psychotherapy: The treatment of mental disorder by psychological rather than 23 
medical means. 24 
Hormone blockers: Also known as puberty blockers, are a group of medications 25 
used to inhibit puberty, halting the development of their predisposed sex 26 
characteristics caused by the onset of puberty. 27 
Section 2: 28 
4. Medical, dental, health and hospital services may be rendered to persons of any 29 
age without the consent of a parent or legal guardian when, in the physician's 30 
judgment an emergency exists and the person is in immediate need of medical 31 
attention and an attempt to secure consent would result in delay of treatment 32 
which would increase the risk to the person's life or health. This includes if a 33 
certified psychologist or physician has diagnosed a minor who is at/has surpassed 34 
the onset of puberty with gender dysphoria and the necessity to medically 35 
transition into a gender that is not the one which they were assigned at birth. This 36 
includes hormone blockers, hormone therapy, and psychotherapy. If a parent 37 
and/or guardian has restricted such treatment from taking place, they will be 38 
charged with child neglect appropriately.  39 

40 
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Justification 41 
Gender dysphoria does not care about age; anybody with gender dysphoria 42 
experiences horrible symptoms that they have a right to be allowed to alleviate. 43 
Transitioning services are currently mandated to be provided by any insurance 44 
company in New York and the healthcare will be provided by the person’s previous 45 
private healthcare plans. With doctoral consent, a minor should have agency over 46 
their own identity and should be able to transition if their life is in danger, and their 47 
parents shouldn’t be able to restrict that is that is the case. 35 to 50 percent of the 48 
transgender community has suicidal tendencies. This can be alleviated by giving 49 
these individuals the access to healthcare that they are often deprived of by their 50 
parents. Gender dysphoria takes at least 6 months to diagnose and can require 51 
multiple psychologists and physicians to do so. With the help of qualified 52 
individuals, it is unlikely that a child will be misdiagnosed or started treatment too 53 
early. Symptoms of gender dysphoria often manifest between ages one to four 54 
when children start to develop gender identity. Symptoms of anxiety and 55 
depression are often most pervasive on the onset of puberty, though by this time, 56 
many transgender individuals are confident that they are thus. 57 
 58 
Fiscal Implications 59 
Gender transition often includes hormone capsules or injections which cost from 10 60 
dollars to 85 dollars, initial doctor visits which cost from 75 dollars to 100 dollars, 61 
blood tests which cost 1,000 dollars, and therapy session which cost 75 dollars to 62 
150 dollars per session. Hormone therapy and sex reaffirming surgery will be paid 63 
for by private insurance companies or out of pocket, as well as any pre-approved 64 
insurance by the state. In New York State, transgender healthcare can’t be 65 
discriminated against by private healthcare company. 66 
 67 
Effective Date 68 
Two years after its passage. 69 
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 2 
An Act To Amend Civil Service law CVS § 161 to require all insurance companies to 3 
cover all treatments that are medically necessary to transgender individuals. 4 
 5 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 
 7 
Purpose This bill will require all insurance and health care providers to provide 8 
insurance coverage regarding all necessary treatments for transgender individuals 9 
planning on transitioning. 10 
 11 
Summary of Provisions 12 
Section 1: Definitions 13 
Transgender: denoting or relating to a person whose sense of personal identity and 14 
gender does not correspond with their birth sex. 15 
Transition: process of changing one's gender presentation and/or sex 16 
characteristics to accord with one's internal sense of gender identity. 17 
Medically Necessary: health-care services or supplies needed to prevent, diagnose, 18 
or treat an illness, injury, condition, disease, or its symptoms and that meet 19 
accepted standards of medicine. 20 
Gender Dysphoria: when a person experiences discomfort or distress as a result of 21 
a mismatch between their biological sex and gender identity. 22 
Section 2:Provisions  23 

2. Such health insurance shall not include expenses incurred by or on 24 
account of an individual prior to the effective date of the plan as to him or 25 
her; cosmetic surgery or treatment except to the extent necessary for 26 
correction of damage caused by accidental injury while covered by the plan 27 
or as direct result of diseases covered by the plan or to the extent necessary 28 
for individuals suffering from gender dysphoria, including treatment such as 29 
gender reassignment surgery, hormone therapy, plastic surgery, gynecology, 30 
and urology; services received because of illness or injury arising out of or in 31 
the course of employment and entitling the individual to benefits under a 32 
workers' compensation or occupational disease law; services received in a 33 
hospital owned or operated by the United States government for which no 34 
charge is made; services received for injury or sickness due to war or any act 35 
of war, whether declared or undeclared, which war or act of war shall have 36 
occurred after the effective date of this plan; expenses for which the 37 
individual is not required to make payment; expenses to the extent of 38 
benefits provided under any employer group plan other than this plan, and 39 
such other expenses as may be excluded by regulations of the president.  40 
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Justification 41 
According to a survey conducted by the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force and 42 
the National Center for Transgender Equality on discrimination in the healthcare 43 
field, nearly 1 in 5 reported being refused care outright because they were 44 
transgender or gender non-conforming and a staggering 41% of respondents 45 
reported attempting suicide compared to 1.6% of the general population. These 46 
statistics prove the urgent need to end transgender exclusion from health care 47 
coverage. Treatments required by transgender individuals are undeniably medically 48 
necessary to both physical and emotional health. No transgender individual should 49 
ever have to go without medical treatment because of discriminatory practices 50 
which deny them healthcare and insurance coverage. 51 
 52 
Fiscal Implications 53 
The fiscal implication of this bill will mean that any New York State resident who 54 
pays for health insurance under any provider will have to pay an increased amount 55 
per month for their insurance plan.      56 
 57 
Effective Date 58 
This bill will go into effect one to two years after passage 59 
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 2 
AN ACT TO: Amend New York State Labor Law Section 807 to add Section 807-F in 3 
order to mandate periodic safety drills in public building.  4 
 5 

The people of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and assembly, do enact as follows:  6 
 7 

Purpose:  To amend the New York Safety Law Section 807-F to require safety drills 8 
in public areas for the well-being of the general public.  9 
 10 
Summary of provisions:  11 
Section 1: Definitions: 12 
Non- business hours: hours in which an certain service or building is closed. This is 13 
inclusive of weekends and holidays.  14 
Public place: any area readily used by citizens  in the community. Locations include, 15 
but are not limited to,  restaurants, retail stores, churches, office buildings etc.  16 
Safety drills: a method of practicing how people in a location would respond in the 17 
event of a fire, shooting, or any other violent attack or disaster.  18 
Section 2: 19 
§807-F 20 
The safety of the public could be ensured by requiring safety drills to be 21 
implemented into workplaces. The implementation of these safety drills are 22 
inclusive of all public places, including privately owned businesses and 23 
organizations. The standards of these drills will be in compliance with the 24 
regulations set by the Occupational Health and Safety Administration, in the 25 
Emergency Action Plans regulations, with specific guidelines for each aspect of 26 
different emergency situations. (1910.38) All employees of pertinent businesses or 27 
organizations must be present at the workplace when such drills occur. If 28 
workplaces are not in compliance with the contents of this legislation they will be 29 
required to stop business activities until the drills take place. Such safety drills will 30 
occur once every six months. 31 
  32 
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Justification: 33 
Considering the countless tragic events in the United States including mass 34 
shootings or other acts of violence, we feel this bill should be implemented to assist 35 
in the prevention and awareness of emergency responses to save lives. Safety drills 36 
are generally required in schools to provide safety to students when threats and 37 
acts of violence are possible in their learning environment. For example, 38 
approximately 3,380 threats were made against K-12 schools recorded in the 2017-39 
18 school year, which is a 62 percent increase from similar threats in the 2016-17 40 
school year, according to The Educator’s School Safety Network (ESSN). However, 41 
dangerous emergency situations don’t exist only in learning environments. Fires are 42 
a common disaster possible in any community. According to the National Fire 43 
Prevention Association, an average of seven Americans die every day in house fires. 44 
These dangers extend to public places as well, as a fire is possible in nearly any 45 
location, depending on the environment and potential causes.   In addition, there 46 
are instances in which public and private locations and businesses were threatened 47 
and attacked. To ignore this barbarity would be unjust.  48 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 49 
The financial implications of this bill would commence with the overtime payment of 50 
a businesses employers. To illustrate this change in payment, New York’s current 51 
minimum wage can be used as an example.  If all employees participating in a drill 52 
at their place of occupation worked a minimum of thirty hours during the business 53 
week with an $11.10 hourly rate, adding an increase of one and one-half would 54 
result in a $5.55 raise in the employee’s paycheck. This would affect all other 55 
employee wages in the same way. 56 
EFFECTIVE DATES: 57 
Bill will go into effect one year after passing.  58 
 59 
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 2 
An Act To  3 
Allow those that win the lottery to have an alternative option of privacy for 4 
significant lottery winnings under Article 34 Section 1613 of the NYS Tax Law.  5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose  9 
The purpose of this bill is to allow prize winners to have a secure and private 10 
alternative option for significant lottery winnings.  11 
 12 
Summary of Provisions 13 
Section 1: Definitions 14 

a. Representative: a person chosen or appointed to act and speak for another, 15 
in the circumstance of being the prize winner.  16 

b. Significant Lottery Winnings: all prizes over five thousand dollars.  17 
c. Media: the main means of mass communication (broadcasting, publishing, 18 

and the Internet), regarded collectively. 19 
d. Lottery: the means of raising money by selling numbered tickets and giving 20 

prizes to the holders of numbers drawn at random. 21 
e. New York State Gaming Commission: the official governing body that 22 

oversees the casino gaming, charitable gaming, horse racing, lottery, and 23 
video lottery terminals in New York State. 24 

Section 2 25 
1613. Certification of prize winners; payment of prizes. a. It shall be  the  duty  of  26 
the  director  to  require  that all prizes over the amount of five thousand dollars, in 27 
affiliation with the New York State Gaming Commission, in any game be awarded to 28 
holders of  winning  tickets for  that  game  as provided in this section and section 29 
sixteen hundred fourteen of this article. In any public situations regarding the 30 
media the holder may appoint a representative on their behalf to accept the the 31 
winnings in order to stay anonymous.  The New York State Gaming Commission 32 
affiliated with the lottery winning must secure a written legally binding contract 33 
proving the winner and corresponding representative. The representative will be 34 
required to assure the privacy of the winner from the time of being appointed to the 35 
date deemed necessary in their written form. If the representative shall reveal the 36 
identity of the winner before the chosen date they can be fined up to $15,000. If 37 
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the New York State Gaming Commission shall be the one to leak private 38 
information regarding the winner, they can also be fined up to $25,000. Within one 39 
week after any drawing or selection of prize winning lottery tickets, the division 40 
shall deliver to the comptroller  a certified list of the tickets to which prizes are 41 
awarded and the amount of each such prize. Upon receipt of such certified list and  42 
voucher of the division, moneys sufficient for the payment of such prizes shall be 43 
paid to the division from  the  lottery  prize  account, upon  audit  and  warrant  of 44 
the comptroller. Moneys for the payment of lottery prizes shall be deposited by the 45 
director as provided in section sixteen hundred eleven of this article and the 46 
withdrawal of such moneys for the payment of prize winners shall be subject to a 47 
check signed by the director or such officers or  employees  of the division as the 48 
director may designate. The division shall each  month  provide  the comptroller  49 
with  a  record of all such withdrawals from the director's accounts. Payment of 50 
prizes shall be made by the division to holders of the  tickets  to  which  prizes  are 51 
awarded, except that payment of any prize drawn may be paid to the estate of a 52 
deceased prize winner, may be paid pursuant to a court order granted as a result of  53 
a  proceeding  as provided  in  subdivision  d of this section, and except that any 54 
person pursuant to an appropriate judicial order may be paid the prize to which the 55 
winner is entitled. The division shall be discharged of all further liability upon 56 
payment of a prize pursuant to this subdivision. 57 
 58 
Justification 59 
In many cases when a person has luckily won the lottery they feel a bit less lucky 60 
when they realize how much privacy they have lost. Their name and picture is put 61 
out for all to see. Former friends, family, anybody really may begin asking them for 62 
money. By not being obligated to release their identity the winner does not have to 63 
disclose private information in these public situations.  64 
 65 
Fiscal Implications 66 
There are no fiscal implications. 67 
 68 
Effective Date 69 
This bill will go into effect one year after its passage. 70 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend § 130.35 of the New York State Penal Law to change the classification of 4 
first degree rape from a class B felony to a class A felony.  5 
 6 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose 9 
The purpose of this bill is to create harsher punishments for those who commit rape 10 
in the first degree.  11 
 12 
Summary of Provisions 13 
Section 1: Definitions  14 
Rape: unlawful sexual activity and usually sexual intercourse carried out forcibly or 15 
under threat of injury against a person's will or with a person who is beneath a 16 
certain age or incapable of valid consent because of mental illness, mental 17 
deficiency, intoxication, unconsciousness, or deception. 18 
Class A Felony: a sentencing between 20-25 years, or life in prison. 19 
Rapist: a person who commits rape. 20 
Consent: permission for something to happen or agreement to do something. 21 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD): a condition of persistent mental and 22 
emotional stress occurring as a result of injury or severe psychological shock, 23 
typically involving disturbance of sleep and constant vivid recall of the experience, 24 
with dulled responses to others and to the outside world. 25 
 26 
Section 2: Provisions   27 
A  person is guilty of rape in the first degree when he or she engages in sexual 28 
intercourse with another person: 29 

1. By forcible compulsion; or 30 
2. Who is incapable of consent by reason of being physically helpless; or  31 
3. Who is less than eleven years old; or  32 
4. Who is less than thirteen years old and the actor is eighteen years old or 33 

more.  34 
Rape in the first degree is a class B A felony.  35 
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Justification 36 
It is one of the most heinous crimes for an adult to rape a child. Under this current 37 
law, rapists whose victims are children, cannot go to prison for longer than 25 38 
years. This seems unjust, for the punishments for the rape of a young child should 39 
be more severe. The effects of rape on a child can be extremely detrimental, and it 40 
will impact them in many ways for the rest of their life. Rape victims are likely to 41 
experience emotional and psychological effects such as post-traumatic stress 42 
disorder, depression, anxiety, and so much more. These victims may have feelings 43 
of personal powerlessness, for they feel that the rapist has taken control of their 44 
own body. Rape is an extremely traumatic experience, and it should not happen to 45 
anyone, much less a child. In many cases, the people that commit these horrific 46 
crimes deserve to be in jail for an extended period of time. In some situations, a 47 
maximum of 25 years just is not sufficient. Rapists deserve to spend more time in 48 
prison, if necessary.  49 
 50 
Fiscal Implications 51 
Fiscal implications will be insignificant due to the recidivism rate of rapists. 46% of 52 
rapists are rearrested within 3 years of their release for committing another crime. 53 
It will save the state money to just keep them in prison, rather than having to deal 54 
with another trial, which would cost money later on.  55 
 56 
Effective Date 57 
This bill will go into effect one year after its passage.  58 
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 2 
An Act To Amend Public Service Law Section § 119-c to reduce all non-chain small 3 
business owner’s New York State income tax rates by 0.5% per full-time employee 4 
up to a maximum of 5% for 10 or more full-time employees in accordance to all 5 
New York State tax brackets allotted within each given year. 6 
 7 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 8 
 9 
Purpose Reducing New York State income tax rates for the majority, New York 10 
small business owners would have the flexibility and budget to expand their 11 
businesses’ stability, net worth, and ability to promote and create jobs while still 12 
allowing for an alteration in accordance to their business classification thereby 13 
equalizing the gap between New York small businesses and the minority.  14 
Summary of Provisions 15 
Section 1 - Definitions 16 
1. Small Business: as such shall be deemed to be one which is resident in this 17 
state, independently owned and operated, not dominant in its field and employs 18 
one hundred or less persons. 19 
2. Income Tax: an annual charge levied on both earned income (wages, salaries, 20 
commission) and unearned income (dividends, interest, rents). 21 
3. Full Time Employee: (1.) for a calendar month, an employee employed on 22 
average at least 30 hours of service per week, or 130 hours of service per month, 23 
and (2.) is an individual who works under a contract of employment, whether oral 24 
or written, express or implied, and has recognized rights and duties. 25 
4. Hour of Service: shall be deemed as (1.) each hour for which an employee is 26 
paid, or entitled to payment, for the performance of duties for the employer, and 27 
(2.) each hour for which an employee is paid, or entitled to payment by the 28 
employer for a period of time during which no duties are performed due to 29 
vacation, holiday, illness, incapacity (including disability), layoff, jury duty, military 30 
duty or leave of absence. 31 
5. Net: shall be deemed as free from all charges or deductions such as remaining 32 
after the deduction of all charges, outlay, or loss. 33 
Section 2  34 
Public Service Law §119-c.   35 
Tax reduction benefit to ratepayers. The commission shall provide that any net 36 
decrease in a utility  corporation's non-chain small business owners’ New York State 37 
income tax expense rate resulting from the amendments made to sections one 38 
hundred eighty-four, one hundred eighty-six-a and one hundred eighty-six-e of the 39 
tax law by the chapter of the laws of nineteen hundred ninety-seven which enacted 40 
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this section shall inure to the benefit of the ratepayers small business owners of 41 
such corporation small businesses with a net income tax reduction rate of 0.5% per 42 
full-time employee up to a maximum of 5% for 10 or more full-time employees in 43 
accordance to all New York State tax brackets allotted within each given year after 44 
all deductions. 45 
Justification 46 
Far too many small business owners experience a struggle to expand their business’ 47 
economical value, classification, and size in order to be recognized and perceived as 48 
a reputable business. Government regulations and high taxes are a major drawback 49 
that significantly decrease any chance of survival that small businesses have in New 50 
York State. Over 6,000 rules and regulations plague New York State as well as 51 
approximately 250 business-related licenses and permits. Small businesses are 52 
further inhibited than any other type of business in regards to cultural, language, 53 
and other impediments that can halt their motives. In addition, a majority of cases 54 
have shown that small business are being forced to allocate their limited resources 55 
by hiring consultants or expeditors to aide them. In order for New York State to 56 
experience thriving and prosperous small businesses, actions need to be taken in 57 
order to level the playing field to create a much more equal and fairer economy in 58 
New York State. Public outreach results conducted towards small businesses display 59 
that small businesses yearn for a reduction of imposed complex regulations and 60 
fines, such as income tax. The act of reducing income tax rates for small business 61 
owners would effectively allocate many job opportunities and promote small 62 
businesses’ social-integrity, reputation, and boost our overall economy within the 63 
state of New York. 64 
Fiscal Implications 65 
Within the state of New York, the approximate salary of a small business owner is 66 
currently $72,000. That alone cannot support the expansion of a small business. 67 
The average tax rate of small businesses within New York State is 19.8% By 68 
reducing that rate by 5% for 10 or more employees, the maximum percentage 69 
allotted for by this bill, small business owners are able to save a significant amount 70 
allowing for substantial improvements within their small business’ infrastructure. 71 
The estimated average savings of a small business owner per year is approximately 72 
$3,600. Currently, there are 2.1 million small businesses located within the state of 73 
New York. When applying the maximum New York State tax reduction percentage 74 
that this bill allows for, the total amount that all small business owners can save is 75 
approximately $7,560,000,000 annually. 76 
Effective Date  77 
This bill shall go into effect at the beginning of the tax season that follows its 78 
passage. 79 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend Article 7, Section 189.2 of Correction Law to prohibit the collection of an 4 
incarceration fee from the earnings of prisoners.  5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose 9 
To ensure that the already meager wages of prisoners are not further diminished by 10 
unscrupulous and exorbitant incarceration fees. This amendment additionally seeks to 11 
reduce recidivism rates, decrease the financial burden on the families of those 12 
incarcerated, and incentivize the reduction of costs associated with incarceration by 13 
policymakers. 14 
Summary of Provisions 15 
Section 1: Definitions 16 
Commissioner: The Commissioner of Correction; the head of the Commission of 17 
Correction, the body tasked with providing for a safe, stable, and humane correctional 18 
system. 19 
Incarceration fee: The portion of the wages of prisoners disposed by the 20 
Commissioner of Correction to reducing the costs of housing those accused and 21 
convicted of crimes. 22 
General confinement facility: A correctional facility for the confinement and treatment 23 
of persons under institutional programs oriented towards education, vocational 24 
training and industry. 25 
Section 2: 26 
§ 189.2 Disposition of moneys paid to prisoner for his labor 27 
The commissioner may  collect  from  the  compensation  paid  to  a   prisoner  for  28 
work  performed  while  housed  in  a general confinement  facility an incarceration 29 
fee, not to exceed one dollar  per  week, for  each  week of confinement to help defray 30 
the costs of incarceration. The  commissioner shall  waive the  collection  of  such  fee  31 
where  it  is  determined  that  the  payment  of  the  fee  would work an 32 
unreasonable  hardship on the prisoner or his or her immediate family.  33 
The commissioner may never collect an incarceration fee from the compensation paid 34 
to a prisoner for work performed while housed in a general confinement facility.  35 
  36 
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Justification 37 
The costs of incarceration are skyrocketing, but collecting fees from those incarcerated 38 
in order to defray these costs is an immoral and futile practice. Under current 39 
Correction Law, the State is permitted to collect up to one dollar per week from the 40 
earnings of each prisoner. To prisoners earning on average $0.83 an hour, this 41 
deduction is exorbitant and unfairly burdens dependent partners and children. To the 42 
State, which is projected to spend $3.2 billion on Correction in the ensuing fiscal year, 43 
the incarceration fee does virtually nothing to defray the staggering costs of 44 
incarceration. Moreover, the Commissioner of Correction cannot be expected to 45 
examine the internal dynamics of 50,000 families, and accurately determine whether 46 
the collection of an incarceration fee from each prisoner poses a disproportionate 47 
burden for these families. As such, quantifying the incarceration fee imposed on each 48 
prisoner- which can range from several cents to one dollar- becomes an arbitrary 49 
process, and could contribute to animosity and violence among prisoners who are 50 
acutely aware of differences in wages, further raising costs to the State. Fifty-seven 51 
percent of prisoners aged 27 to 42 earned less than $20,000 prior to being 52 
incarcerated; they can expect to earn even less after their release. It is bad 53 
policymaking to delay undertaking the fundamental reform needed to make correction 54 
more efficient and less costly by naively shifting the burden onto a group whose 55 
financial stability is integral to reducing recidivism rates, and reducing incarceration 56 
costs altogether. 57 
Fiscal Implications 58 
The elimination of the incarceration fee would, at most, constitute an estimated 59 
0.0008% immediate increase in the State corrections budget, thereby negligibly and 60 
temporarily raising the cost to the taxpayer. That estimation is based upon a 61 
calculation of the maximum annual amount collected by an incarceration fee of $1 per 62 
week from the 50,000 inmates in New York State who have been duly convicted of a 63 
crime, divided by the $3.2 billion the State anticipates in corrections expenditure in 64 
2019. In the long run, the elimination of the incarceration fee will be fiscally 65 
advantageous for the State. Inmates who leave prison in better financial standing–66 
that is, with all their wages earned while incarcerated- are more likely to find 67 
meaningful employment and have a 44% lower rate of recidivism, as compared to 68 
those who are unable to find such employment. The single most effective way to 69 
reduce the costs of incarceration is to reduce the number of people incarcerated. 70 
Eliminating the incarceration fee will encourage the rehabilitation of individuals who 71 
have paid their debt to society, diminishing costs to the State. 72 
Effective Date 73 
This bill will go into effect one year after passage. 74 
 75 
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INTRODUCED BY: Anthony Hristidis, Randy Quinteros, Zachary Sheikh 1 
  2 

AN ACT 3 
  4 
To: RESOLUTION – Members of the Assembly urges Congress to allow recall 5 
elections in the State of New York 6 
 7 
The People of the State of New York represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 8 
  9 
PURPOSE: 10 
This resolution allows for recall elections to be held in the State of New York for all 11 
local and State-level officials. 12 
 13 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: 14 
Whereas, the Constitution of New York State does not allow voters the ability to 15 
create petitions to call for a recall election against elected officials, 16 
Whereas, in the wake of recent scandals, arrests and convictions, the words 17 
Albany, corruption and cesspool have been permanently linked together in the 18 
minds of the public, especially voters.  Many voters desire the opportunity to 19 
change the political climate in a positive way, 20 
Whereas, recall elections are designed to be extraordinary events in response to 21 
extraordinary circumstances – and the public holds the overwhelming responsibility 22 
to ensure the security, integrity and legitimacy of the qualification process, 23 
Whereas, a recall election may be held under the following circumstances:  a 24 
notice of intention is prepared, served/filed and published; a recall petition is 25 
drafted and approved; the petition is then circulated and the required sixty (60%) 26 
percent of the total votes cast for the office during the previous election in favor of 27 
holding a recall election are collected as signatures; and the completed petition is 28 
filed, examined and approved, 29 
Whereas, all registered voters are allowed to vote in the recall election, 30 
Resolved, that the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmits copies of this resolution 31 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President Pro-Tempore of the 32 
United States Senate, and to each Senator and representatives from New York in 33 
the Congress of the United States, and to the Chief Clerk of the Legislature in each 34 
of the forty-nine States in an effort to allow recall elections for elected positions in 35 
New York State.  36 
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 2 
AN ACT TO: Amend the New York Public Health Law Section 207 to expand the 3 
health care and wellness education outreach program to include education and 4 
outreach programs regarding the use of study drugs.  5 

 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 7 

 8 
PURPOSE: To expand the health care and wellness education outreach program to 9 
include education and outreach programs regarding the use of study drugs. 10 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: 11 
Section 1: Definitions 12 
1.“Study drugs” shall mean neuro enhancers, cognitive enhancers and nootropics 13 
which are prescription stimulants. 14 
Section 2:   15 
Amends New York Public Health Law Section 207 by adding subparagraph (1)(p) as 16 
follows: 17 
§207. Health care and wellness education and outreach program.  18 
There is hereby created within the department the health care and wellness 19 
education and outreach program.  The department may conduct education and 20 
outreach programs for consumers, patients, educator, including but not limited to 21 
elementary and secondary school educators, and health care providers relating to 22 
any health care matters the commissioner deems appropriate and: 23 
(p)  About the short term and long-term adverse health risks to adults and children 24 
who engage in the use of study drugs.  The information shall include, but need not 25 
be limited to providing citations to the department’s website as well as any other 26 
websites providing information on the subject.  27 
JUSTIFICATION: 28 
Study drugs, also known as neuroenhancers or cognitive enhancers, are 29 
prescription stimulants indented to treat ADD, ADHD and narcolepsy.  Although not 30 
inherently illegal, these drugs are being misused by students, particularly those in 31 
between 18 and 25 years old.  It is estimated that 18.6 percent of college students 32 
use study drugs.  Of the 18.6 percent who use these drugs, 85 percent do so to 33 
study or improve their grades.  26 percent of those students tried these drugs just 34 
to experiment. These drugs can have significant impacts on one’s health, including 35 
addiction and overdose.  Interaction with other drugs or intoxicants can cause heart 36 
issues, paranoia, vomiting and other symptoms.  These drugs increase dopamine 37 
levels and a huge crash occurs after a student stops taking the drug.  Among the 38 
side effects are depression, anxiety, dependence, panic attacks, financial stress and 39 
potential loss of friendships.  Expanding the Department of Health’s health care and 40 
wellness education and outreach program to include information and resources 41 
regarding the use of study drugs and their short term and long-term adverse health 42 
risks to adults and children will provide the necessary education and resources to 43 
help to inform and reduce the uses and abuses of these drugs.   44 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:  None. 45 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  The law will go into effect June 1, 2019.     46 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend New York State Education law § 915 to limit the sale of sweetened goods in 4 
public schools and limit the amount of sugar available in school lunches. 5 
 6 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and 7 
Assembly do enact as follows: 8 

 9 
Purpose 10 
The purpose of this bill is to limit the sale of sweetened goods in public schools and 11 
limit the amount of sugar available in school lunches. 12 
 13 
Summary of Provisions 14 
Section 1: Definitions 15 
Soda water: carbonated water (originally made with sodium bicarbonate). 16 
Hard Candy: a candy made of sugar and corn syrup boiled without crystallizing. 17 
Obesity: a disorder involving excessive body fat that increases the risk of health 18 
problems. 19 
Epidemic: affecting or tending to affect a disproportionately large number of 20 
individuals within a population, community, or region at the same time. 21 
 22 
Section 2: Provisions  23 
From the beginning of the school day until the end of the last scheduled meal 24 
period At any time in which school is in session, no sweetened soda water, no 25 
chewing gum, no candy including hard candy, jellies, gums, marshmallow candies, 26 
fondant, licorice, spun candy and candy coated popcorn, and no water ices except 27 
those which contain fruit or fruit juices, shall be sold in any public school within the 28 
state. 29 
Additionally, public schools residing in New York State cannot provide meals that 30 
contain sugar levels above one half of the recommended daily intake. 31 
 32 
Justification 33 
Every American will likely encounter issues with obesity, whether one has it 34 
themselves, or a loved one is facing it.  Not only that, but a heavy intake of sugar 35 
has many implications on a student’s ability to perform well in school.  We must do 36 
our best to protect students today, in hopes that they can be the generation that 37 
changes the pattern set forward by our parents and grandparents.  One main issue 38 
surrounding this crisis is how sugar is readily available in public schools.  During a 39 
child’s education, they create habits and patterns learned while in school; how can 40 
we blame anyone but ourselves, when we are the ones providing the youth with 41 
these dangerous habits.  This bill’s intention is to create  healthy eating habits at a 42 
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young age which children can utilize onto adulthood.  43 
 The childhood obesity epidemic, especially in the early 2000’s, has continued to 44 
rise at an alarming rate due to the easy accessibility of sweetened foods and 45 
beverages in schools. It is not helping the obesity issue that children are able to 46 
easily get soda or sweetened foods after their lunch period.  Section 915 of the New 47 
York Education Law suggests that these sweetened products are not to be sold 48 
before the end of the last lunch period, implying that these items can be sold 49 
afterwards.  In an educational environment where students are taught the dangers 50 
of consuming these products, are easily able to buy them. The solution to the 51 
obesity epidemic begins with American children.  In order to help solve the obesity 52 
epidemic in the long run, American children must not be able to easily access 53 
unhealthy, sugary beverages.  54 
 55 
Fiscal Implications 56 
This bill would enact minimal fiscal implications, as prohibiting the sale of overtly 57 
unhealthy beverages in public schools at all times of day will not cost any money. A 58 
potential cost may me replacing current school lunches if a school chooses to do so 59 
in order to comply with this bill, but this bill will more likely potentially save money 60 
in the future that comes with the health implications of consuming too much sugar. 61 
 62 
Effective Date 63 
This bill will go into effect one year after its passage. 64 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend Section 3306 of Public Health Law, to remove marihuana/cannabis as a 4 
controlled substance in the eyes of NY state. 5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 

 8 
Purpose 9 
To allow the recreational and cultivational use of marihuana. 10 
Summary of Provision 11 
Section 1 12 
 "Marihuana" means all parts of the plant of  the  genus  Cannabis, 13 
  whether  growing or not; the seeds thereof; the resin extracted from any 14 
  part of the plant; and every compound,  manufacture,  salt,  derivative, 15 
  mixture,  or preparation of the plant, its seeds or resin. It does not 16 
  include the mature stalks of the plant, fiber produced from the  stalks, 17 
  oil  or  cake  made  from  the  seeds  of the plant, any other compound, 18 
  manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture, or  preparation  of  the  mature 19 
  stalks  (except  the resin extracted therefrom), fiber, oil, or cake, or 20 
  the sterilized seed of the plant which is incapable of germination. 21 
Section 2  22 
Public Health Law  §  3306.  Schedules of  controlled substances.  There are hereby 23 
established five schedules of controlled substances, to be known as schedules  I,  24 
II,  III,  IV  and  V  respectively. Such schedules shall consist of  the  following  25 
substances  by  whatever  name  or  chemical 26 
designation known: 27 
    Schedule  I.  (a)  Schedule  I  shall  consist  of the drugs and other 28 
  substances, by whatever official name, common or  usual  name,  chemical 29 
  name, or brand name designated, listed in this section. 30 
(d)  Hallucinogenic substances. Unless specifically excepted or unless 31 
  listed  in  another  schedule,  any  material,  compound,  mixture,   or 32 
  preparation, which contains any quantity of the following hallucinogenic 33 
  substances,  or  which  contains any of its salts, isomers, and salts of 34 
 isomers whenever the existence of such  salts,  isomers,  and  salts  of 35 
  isomers  is  possible  within  the  specific  chemical  designation (for 36 
  purposes of this paragraph only, the term "isomer" includes the optical, 37 
  position and geometric isomers): 38 
(13) Marihuana. 39 
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Justification 40 
There are many reasons that marijuana should be legalized. First, in California, 41 
there has been little to no increase in adolescent usage and has increased in usage 42 
for twelve to seventeen-year-olds in states with marijuana not legalized. Also, 43 
states who have legalized marijuana are at the top and bottom of the IQ chart 44 
California being one of the lowest and Massachusetts the highest. In Washington, a 45 
poll was taken on eighth and tenth graders and 2-4.1% said they would be more 46 
likely to report usage if it was legalized and in Colorado, students said that there 47 
was no change to rates of use or attitudes about harmfulness after legalization. 48 
 49 
Secondly, the legalization of marijuana will cut back on the expenses of catching 50 
and jailing its users in New York. This would stop seventeen thousand five hundred 51 
arrests regarding usage of marijuana controlling 43% of the drug-related arrests in 52 
New York. Also, it will save on approximately $367,605,000 for the entire state just 53 
to have the inmates in jail. Additionally, sixty-three percent of New Yorkers say it 54 
should be legalized. 55 
 56 
Fiscal Implications 57 
This will save an average of twenty-one thousand and six dollars per inmate to the 58 
regular taxpayer in taxes yearly. In addition, money will be saved from the fact that 59 
the police would not need to enforce marijuana laws.   60 
 61 
Effective Date 62 
This bill will take effect one year after its passage. 63 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend section §803-b to make a personal finance class a mandatory credit to 4 
graduate in place of economics.  5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
Purpose 8 
The purpose of this bill is to change the curriculum of 12th grade economics to a 9 
personal finance course for students.  10 
 11 
Summary of Provisions 12 
Section 1: Definitions 13 
Economics: Social science course that studies the production, distribution, and 14 
consumption of goods and services.  15 
 16 
Personal Finance: A course that would inform about financial decisions for a person 17 
including budgeting, investments, retirement planning, and management of money. 18 
 19 
Section 2: The education law is amended by adding a new section §803-b to read 20 
as follows: 21 
  §803-b Instruction relating to financial education. All pupils in grade twelve in all 22 
public schools in the state shall receive a course or full unit of instruction in 23 
financial education delivered by means of a financial literacy program. 24 
  2. Course of studies will include, but will not be limited to, instruction in the 25 
following: 26 

a. Financial planning and goals 27 
b. Opening and maintaining checking and savings accounts 28 
c. Developing a personal budget 29 
d. Credit scores, purchasing on credit, and managing debt 30 
e. Calculating interest rates 31 
f. Student loans and college debt 32 
g. Calculating state and federal taxes 33 
h. Exposure to different investment options 34 
i. Importance of planning for retirement  35 
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Justification  1 
The present times have shown that young adults, more and more, are being 2 
required to be more financially independent in their daily lives. By the time they 3 
leave high school and go to college or enter a career field, many teens already have 4 
a job, pay taxes, have a checking account, a credit card, and some level of debt. At 5 
the same time as this expanding responsibility, there has not been an increase in 6 
the knowledge about finance issues among these young adults. They may have a 7 
checking account and credit card, but do not fully understand the implications of 8 
using both. 9 
 10 
Fiscal Implications 11 
The cost of this course would be minimal due to the fact that mathematics, social 12 
studies, and business teachers are already certified to teach this course. Many local 13 
school districts already offer a personal finance course similar to this act as an 14 
elective, further minimizing fiscal implications on local taxpayers. 15 
 16 
Effective Date 17 
This bill will passed into law eighteen months after passage. 18 
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 2 
AN ACT TO: Amend New York State Public Health Law § 2807 to add Subsection 2 A-3 
2 to provide free healthcare to those classified as permanently disabled. 4 

 5 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 6 

 7 
PURPOSE: 8 
We initiate this bill in order to require the state of New York to provide full coverage of 9 
medical care costs for those classified as permanently disabled by amending New 10 
State Public Health Law § 2807 and adding Subsection 2 A-2. Initial funding would 11 
come from allocating funds from different sections (capital projects, fringe benefits, 12 
personal service costs, state workers’ section, workers compensation) of the annual 13 
New York State Budget and then adding medical cost coverage as a separate section 14 
of the annual budget. 15 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: 16 
Section 1: Definitions 17 
Permanent Disability: an injury which impairs the physical and/or mental ability of a 18 
person to perform his/her normal work or non-occupational activities supposedly for 19 
the remainder of his/her life. 20 
Medical Costs: monetary expenses gained during the prevention and/or treatment of 21 
an injury or disease. 22 
Full Coverage: All medical costs are paid for by the State. 23 
Section 2: 24 
§ 2807. 2. (a-1) Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of law, rates of payment 25 
by governmental agencies for the operating cost component of general hospital 26 
outpatient and emergency services, and for the operating cost component of 27 
treatment or diagnostic center services shall not require a certification by the 28 
commissioner that they are reasonably related to the costs of efficient production of 29 
such services nor that they are reasonable and adequate to meet the costs which 30 
must be incurred by efficiently and economically operated facilities. 31 
   (a-2) Those deemed medically permanently disabled who could never work or can 32 
no longer work shall be provided with free healthcare by the state of New York. Each 33 
disabled person will be required to provide proof of disability from a complex care 34 
physician and proof of residency to receive benefits. Resubmitting of such documents 35 
shall be required every three years. These benefits do not only pertain to hospitals 36 
and clinics within New York State, but are deemed to be portable and can be used 37 
from state to state. If an individual seeks treatment outside of New York State the 38 
treatment shall be covered. Any noncompliance of such law, the individual shall be 39 
stripped away of benefits immediately.  40 
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JUSTIFICATION: 41 
Healthcare for the permanently disabled is exponentially higher than those without a 42 
permanent disability. According to the Disability Status of New York State Adults, 43 
2005; approximately 3.1 million (21.0%) of adults experience some sort of disability, 44 
but its prevalence varies across segments of the population. With this bill enacted, the 45 
lives of those afflicted and their families will change drastically as they won’t be 46 
burdened with absurdly high costs of medical care associated with those who are 47 
permanently disabled. With the passage of this bill, the time the families have to 48 
spend with their family members would increase exponentially. 41 percent of working-49 
age Americans—or 72 million people—have medical bill problems or are paying off 50 
medical debt, up from 34 percent in 2005. The lives of the families and the disabled 51 
individuals would be changed drastically, there is no more fear of being a burden on 52 
their families because in the end, they know they are covered. That is why the 53 
delegates and the committees as a whole should pass this bill. The disabled 54 
individuals lives should not be determined by a dollar sign.  55 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: 56 
For the first fiscal year, funds for this program will be allocated from other sections of 57 
the New York State Budget. Allocations will go as follows; $107,000,000 will come 58 
from capital projects, $500,000,000 will come from fringe benefits, $290,000,000 59 
from Personal Service costs, $227,500,000 will come from the State Workers section, 60 
and $85,000,000 from Workers Compensation due to the underlying growth of 61 
average weekly wage benefit and medical costs. The underlying cost would be 62 
approximately $1,209,500,000. The excess funds would roll over into the next annual 63 
budget. After the first fiscal year, the costs of this program will be entered into the 64 
New York State Budget as its own section whose cost will be determined during the 65 
annual budget drafting procedures. Due to the allocations from the other sections, it is 66 
predicted there would be no increase to taxes for the first fiscal year. Taxes would 67 
potentially increase in subsequent years as a result of this dependent on the costs 68 
predicted during the budget drafting process. However, this will potentially save the 69 
state thousands by avoiding potential future litigation. It will also allow for increased 70 
participation within the state economy due to thousands being able to avoid debt 71 
incurred through medical costs which would to increased state profit. 72 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 73 
This law will go into effect one year after the bill is passed 74 
 75 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend section § 260.10 of Penal Law to raise the penalty for child endangerment 4 
from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class D Felony. 5 
 6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 

 8 
Purpose 9 
To punish parents for the maltreatment of a child, and to ensure that children can 10 
live safely. 11 
 12 
Summary of Provisions 13 
Section 1: Definitions 14 
Neglected child: A minor in deficit of their basic needs, including the failure to 15 
provide adequate health care, supervision, clothing, nutrition, housing and/or as 16 
well as their physical, emotional, social, educational and safety needs. 17 
Juvenile Delinquency: A minor who participates in illegal activity. 18 
Child Endangerment: An act or omission that renders a child to psychological, 19 
emotional, moral or physical abuse.  20 
Parent/Guardian: The primary caretaker of a child or minor. This person may be 21 
appointed by the court when a child's biological parents are unable to provide care 22 
Section 2  23 
§ 260.10 Endangering the welfare of a child. 24 
 A person is guilty of endangering the welfare of a child when:   25 
1.  He or she knowingly acts in a manner likely to be injurious to the 26 
physical, mental or moral welfare of a child less than  seventeen  years 27 
old  or  directs  or  authorizes  such  child to engage in an occupation involving a 28 
substantial risk of danger to his or her life or health; or 29 
2. Being a parent, guardian or other person legally charged  with  the 30 
care or custody of a child less than eighteen years old, he or she fails 31 
or refuses to exercise reasonable diligence in the control of such child 32 
to  prevent  him  or  her  from becoming an "abused child," a "neglected 33 
child," a "juvenile delinquent" or a "person in need of supervision," as those terms 34 
are defined in articles ten, three and seven of  the  family court act.   35 



3. A person is not guilty of the provisions of this section when he or 36 
she  engages  in  the  conduct  described  in subdivision one of section  260.00 of 37 
this article: (a) with the intent to wholly abandon the  child 38 
by relinquishing responsibility for and right to the care and custody 39 
of  such  child;  (b)  with  the intent that the child be safe from physical 40 
injury and cared for in an appropriate manner; (c)  the  child  is  left 41 
with an appropriate person, or in a suitable location and the person  42 
who leaves  the child promptly notifies an appropriate person of the child's 43 
location; and (d) the child is not more than thirty days old. 44 
Endangering the welfare of a child is a class D felony. 45 
 46 
Justification 47 
Child abuse is one of the most damaging offenses against our society. Some          48 
children’s guardians are mentally and physically damaging our future by 49 
endangering 160,000 kids annually in New York State. Despite the more than likely 50 
long-lasting effects of abuse on a child, a person can only receive a maximum of 51 
one year in prison with potential to earn probation. This treatment of children is 52 
much too cruel a crime to receive such a minor punishment. Therefore, it is 53 
necessary for this bill to raise the penalty for child endangerment, which 54 
encompasses abuse, neglect, and the like in order to protect not only our future as 55 
a national and global society; but furthermore to protect the individual against 56 
obscenities from those in a relatively superior position. 57 
 58 
Fiscal Implications 59 
For every year that a person is imprisoned due to this bill, taxpayers will pay an 60 
average of $0.00302 per person per year. 61 
 62 
Effective Date 63 
This bill will go into effect one year after passage. 64 
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An Act To 2 
Amend section 499-bbbb of the New York State Real Property Tax Law to 3 
incentivize big businesses that use solar power as an alternative source of energy. 4 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 5 
Purpose 6 
To give incentives for big businesses that utilize solar power as an alternative 7 
source of energy to benefit the environment by reducing toxic emissions being 8 
released into the environment. 9 
Summary of Provisions 10 
Section 1: Definitions 11 
Megawatt: unit of power equal to one million watts, especially as a measure of the 12 
output of a power station.  13 
Big business: a big business must earn above 35.5 million in profits annually and 14 
have above 1,500 employees which may vary depending on the industry. 15 
Solar panel: a panel usually made of silicon designed to absorb sunlight as a source 16 
of energy for generating electricity or heating. 17 
Tax abatement: a reduction in taxes granted by a government to encourage certain 18 
action. 19 
Section 2: 20 
§ 499-bbbb. Real property tax abatement. An eligible building shall receive an 21 
abatement of real property taxes as provided in this title and the rules promulgated 22 
hereunder. 23 
5. If large business produces and uses solar energy, they will receive a percentage 24 
tax abatement based on the amount of solar energy they produce. The tax 25 
abatement is 0.5% per megawatt produced. This amount will be capped at a 26 
maximum of 3.5%.  27 
Justification 28 
Environmental issues are becoming increasingly prominent in our world. A 29 
significant portion of these issues can be traced back to the use of carbon emitting 30 
energy sources. We can improve the environment as solar energy produces 31 
dramatically less carbon emissions in a relatively inexpensive manner. Using solar 32 
panels, thousands of pounds of carbon can be prevented from entering the 33 
atmosphere. This bill seeks to find a solution that benefits companies, the people of 34 
the state, and the environment.  35 
Fiscal Implications 36 
Slightly raised local taxes in the area of the solar location. Companies who utilize 37 
solar farms receive tax benefits and people in the local area will pay slightly higher 38 
taxes. 39 
Effective Date 40 
This bill will go into effect one year after its passage. 41 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Amend Article 220 § 220.09 of the Penal Law to change the amount of Cannabis 4 
concentrate needed to be a class D felony. 5 
 6 

The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and 7 
Assembly do enact as follows: 8 

 9 
Purpose 10 
To increase the amount of concentrated cannabis required to be classified as a class 11 
D felony. 12 
 13 
Summary of Provisions 14 
Section 1 15 
“Concentrated Cannabis”: (a) the separated resin, whether crude or purified, 16 
obtained from a plant of the genus Cannabis; or (b) a material, reparation, mixture, 17 
compound or other substance which contains more than two and one-half percent 18 
by weight of delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol, or its isomer, delta-8 19 
dibenzopyran numbering system, or delta-1 tetrahydrocannabinol or its isomer, 20 
delta 1 (6) monoterpene numbering system. 21 
Section 2  22 
§ 220.09 Criminal possession of a controlled substance in the fourth degree. 23 
A person is guilty of criminal possession of a controlled substance in the fifth degree 24 
when he knowingly and unlawfully possesses: 25 

1. a controlled substance with intent to sell it; or 26 
2. one or more preparations, compounds, mixtures or substances containing a 27 
narcotic preparation and said preparations, compounds, mixtures or substances 28 
are of an aggregate weight of one-half ounce or more; or 29 
3. phencyclidine and said phencyclidine weighs fifty milligrams or more; or 30 
4. one or more preparations, compounds, mixtures or substances containing 31 
concentrated cannabis as defined in paragraph (a) of subdivision four of section 32 
thirty-three hundred two of the public health law and said preparations, 33 
compounds, mixtures or substances are of an aggregate weight of one-fourth 34 
ounce one ounce or more; or 35 
5. cocaine and said cocaine weighs five hundred milligrams or more. 36 
6. ketamine and said ketamine weighs more than one thousand milligrams; or 37 
7. ketamine and has previously been convicted of possession or the attempt to 38 
commit possession of ketamine in any amount; or 39 
8. one or more preparations, compounds, mixtures or substances containing 40 
gamma hydroxybutyric acid, as defined in paragraph four of subdivision (e) of 41 
schedule I of section thirty-three hundred six of the public health law, and said 42 
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preparations, compounds, mixtures or substances are of an aggregate weight of 43 
twenty-eight grams or more. 44 

Criminal possession of a controlled substance in the fifth degree is a class D felony. 45 
 46 
Justification 47 
My sponsors and I decided to amend this bill with the purpose of reducing the 48 
disproportionate arrests of minorities across the state. Along with this, the 49 
decriminalization will not result in nearly the same increase in use as legalization 50 
would. 51 
 52 
Fiscal Implications 53 
New York State wastes $3,613,969,972 per year on enforcing marijuana laws. The 54 
state is overspending on keeping marijuana felons in jail. Along with this, the state 55 
is wasting time and money on policing marijuana related crimes. 56 
 57 
Effective Date 58 
This bill will go into effect on January 1st, 2020. 59 
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Sponsors: Kenan Kapetanovic, Marco Reggiardo, Julian Brooks, Aidan Knoebel 
 
An Act To 1 
Amend Article 72 § 72-0302 of the Environmental Conservation Law by adding 2 
paragraph h. to subsection 1 to add a fee for Carbon Dioxide Emissions. 3 
 4 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 5 
 6 
Purpose 7 
To reduce the amount of carbon dioxide concentration levels in the atmosphere by 8 
implementing a $50.00 per ton tax of carbon dioxide over an extended period of 9 
time to large industries that decreases their carbon output. 10 
 11 
Summary of Provisions 12 
Section 1 13 
Commercial Building: buildings that are used for commercial purposes, and include 14 
office buildings, warehouses, and retail buildings.  15 
NYSERDA: New York State Energy Research and Development Authority advancing 16 
innovative energy solutions in ways that improve New York's economy and 17 
environment. 18 
Carbon Dioxide Emission Tax: a tax imposed on each ton of carbon dioxide emitted 19 
equally. 20 
Section 2  21 
§ 72-0302. State air quality control fees. 22 
    1.  All persons, except those required to pay a fee under section 72-0303 of this 23 
article, who are required to obtain a permit, certificate or approval pursuant to the 24 
state air quality control program shall submit to the department a per emission 25 
point fee in an amount established as follows: 26 
    a. $11,000.00 for a stationary combustion installation having a maximum 27 
operating heat input equal to or greater than fifty million British thermal units per 28 
hour as stated on the most recent application for a permit to construct or 29 
application for a certificate to operate and which emits or has the potential to emit 30 
equal to or greater than any one of the following:… 31 
    b. $2,000.00 for all stationary combustion installations which are not included 32 
under paragraph a of this subdivision and which have a maximum operating heat 33 
input greater than fifty million British thermal units per hour as stated on the most 34 
recent application for a certificate to operate. 35 
    c. $100.00 for a stationary combustion installation having a maximum operating 36 
heat input less than fifty million British thermal units per hour as stated on the 37 
most recent application for a certificate to operate. 38 
    d. $2,000.00 for a process air contamination source for an annual emission rate 39 
equal to or greater than twenty-five tons per year of any one of the following: 40 
sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, total particulates, carbon monoxide, total volatile 41 
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organic compounds and other specific air contaminants... 42 
    e. $160.00 for a process air contamination source, except a gasoline dispensing 43 
site, for an annual emission rate less than twenty-five tons per year of any one of 44 
the following: sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, total particulates, carbon monoxide, 45 
total volatile organic compounds and other specific air contaminants... 46 
   f. $2,000.00 for an incinerator capable of charging two thousand pounds of refuse 47 
per hour or greater… 48 
   g. $160.00 for an incinerator with a maximum design charge rate of less than two 49 
thousand pounds of refuse per hour... 50 
    h. A tax on carbon dioxide produced and emitted into the atmosphere is placed 51 
onto all commercial buildings. The tax shall be initiated on Tax Day in the year after 52 
passage and shall start at a price of $30.00 per ton of carbon. This price shall 53 
increase by $10.00 per ton of carbon dioxide every three years until the price 54 
reaches $50.00 per ton of carbon dioxide.  The tax will be collected by The State of 55 
New York anytime before the extended tax return date. With this increase in profit 56 
for the state, the state will then distribute the money to the NYSERDA. Allowing the 57 
money to be put towards environmental sustainability efforts, ultimately decreasing 58 
carbon dioxide emissions into the atmosphere.  59 
 60 
Justification 61 
In 2010 (the latest year for which data is available) New York City added 54,349,650 62 
metric tons of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere and that is just New York City alone. 63 
Carbon dioxide levels have been increasing exponentially over a long period of time, 64 
and now we are beginning to feel the effects, with increased sea levels, increased 65 
droughts, and increased global temperatures nationwide. The State will be able to 66 
calculate the amount of carbon dioxide emitted per facility by using the amount of 67 
fuel consumed and burned and using a conversion factor to calculate the amount of 68 
carbon dioxide emitted. This tax will not only bring money to the state, but will also 69 
be an incentive for companies to begin to switch to renewable means of energy 70 
production, which will lower the amount of atmospheric carbon dioxide levels. No 71 
such proceeds shall fund government operations of the State, other than to pay for 72 
reasonable administrative costs for funding. The conversion to renewable energy will 73 
provide a better environmental and economic standing and lifestyle throughout New 74 
York State. 75 
 76 
Fiscal Implications 77 
This bill has no fiscal implications. It will have a neutral tax revenue and New York 78 
State will be collecting taxes from increased carbon dioxide production, which will 79 
be back in the form of a reduction on the state income tax to keep energy costs 80 
from rising. 81 
 82 
Effective Date 83 
This bill will go immediately into effect on Tax Day (April 15th) of the year after 84 
passage. (April 15th, 2020). 85 
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 2 
An Act To Amend §404 of the Agriculture and Markets Law to enforce pet dealers to 3 
sell dogs, cats, and rabbits obtained from animal shelters. 4 
 5 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 
 7 
Purpose To allow pet dealers to only sell animals obtained from an animal shelter, 8 
and to decrease overcrowded shelters. 9 
Summary of Provisions 10 
Section 1: Definitions 11 
Animal: dog, cat or rabbit 12 
Pet  Dealer: means any person who obtains animals to then be sold for profit to the 13 
public. 14 
Section 2: 15 
§  404.  License refusal, suspension, or revocation. The commissioner may decline 16 
to grant or renew or may suspend or revoke a pet dealer license, on any one of the 17 
following grounds: 18 
    1. A pet dealer sells a live dog, cat, or rabbit in a pet store not obtained from a 19 
public animal control agency or shelter, society for the prevention of cruelty to 20 
animals shelter, humane society shelter, or rescue group in cooperation with an 21 
animal shelter. 22 
Justification 23 
Pet stores are mostly supplied by breeding facilities. Some are unscrupulous puppy 24 
mills or kitten factories. These often operate with little or no oversight and house 25 
animals in overcrowded and unsanitary conditions without adequate food, water, or 26 
veterinary care. Instead, rescued animals from animal shelters would be sold. By 27 
reducing the number of animals in shelters, less taxpayer or donated money would 28 
be spent to maintain them in shelters. California and multiple cities in the United 29 
States have passed similar laws, and have not proven to damper business in pet 30 
stores. 31 
Fiscal Implications 32 
Large quantities of money go to house animals in local shelters, and this bill would 33 
decrease the number of animals in the shelters. Therefore, the citizens of New York 34 
would save money through the passage of this bill. 35 
Effective Date This bill will go into effect six months after passage. 36 
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AN ACT TO:  RESOLUTION –  Members of the Assembly urges Congress to change 
“Indian” to “Native American” in the United States Constitution when referring to 
the Indigenous peoples of the Americas.  
 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and 
Assembly do enact as follows: 
 
PURPOSE: 
This resolution changes the United States Constitution by accurately referring the 
Indigenous peoples of the Americas. 
                        
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: 
Whereas, Article I, Section 8 of the United States Constitution refers to the 
Indigenous Peoples of the Americas as “Indians,” 
Whereas, the term “Indian” is referring to a native or inhabitant of India, or a 
person of Indian descent;  
Whereas, the application of the term "Indian" originated with Christopher 
Columbus, who, in his search for India, thought that he had arrived in the East 
Indies, 
Whereas, the Indigenous Peoples of the Americas did not originate from India, 
therefore, they are not “Indian,”  
Whereas, the Indigenous people of the Americas are native to the Americas, 
Whereas, it is correct and just to refer to the people who originated from the 
Americas in an accurate manner, 
Resolved, by the Assembly and Senate of the State of New York, jointly, that the 
Legislature of the State of New York respectfully urges the Congress of the United 
States to define Indigenous Peoples of the Americas as Native Americans, and be it 
further, 
Resolved, that the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmits copies of this resolution 
to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President Pro-Tempore of the 
United States Senate, and to each Senator and representatives from New York in 
the Congress of the United States, and to the Chief Clerk of the Legislature in each 
of the forty-nine States 



 

New York State YMCA  

Youth And Government 
WWW.YMCANYS.ORG 

Committee Assignment: Assembly Freedom 6 Bill #: AF-45 

 1 
Sponsors: Roma Carbone, Alex Gioia, Kiera Higgins, Kelly Lozy-Lester  2 
 3 
An Act To amend § 530.10 to abolish money-based bail for crimes of non-violent 4 
misdemeanors and to establish a risk-assessment system. 5 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 6 
 7 
Purpose To abolish money-based bail for crimes of non-violent misdemeanors and 8 
replace with a risk-assessment system to determine whether defendants pose flight 9 
risks that merit holding them in jail before their trial. 10 
Summary of Provisions 11 
Section 1: Definitions 12 
Risk assessment system: Risk assessment is a term used to describe the overall 13 
process or method where you: Identify hazards and risk factors that have the 14 
potential to cause harm (hazard identification). Analyze and evaluate the risk 15 
associated with that hazard (risk analysis, and risk evaluation) 16 
Bail: the temporary release of an accused person awaiting trial, sometimes on 17 
condition that a sum of money be lodged to guarantee their appearance in court. 18 
Focus is on addressing the criminogenic needs that contribute to criminal behavior. 19 
Class B Non-Violent misdemeanors: Crimes that are less serious than felonies that 20 
lead to a sentence of imprisonment which shall be a definite sentence. When such a 21 
sentence is imposed the term shall be fixed by the court, and shall not exceed three 22 
months 23 
Section 2: Provisions  24 
§ 530.10  Order of recognizance or bail; in general. 25 
    Under   circumstances  prescribed  in  this  article,  a  court,  upon 26 
  application of a defendant charged with or convicted of an  offense,  is 27 
  required  or authorized to order bail to take a risk assessment test and then must 28 
be placed in programs that are commensurate with their risk level. or recognizance 29 
for the release or 30 
  prospective release of such defendant during the pendency of either: 31 
    1.  A criminal action based upon such charge; or 32 
    2.  An appeal taken by the defendant from a judgment of conviction  or 33 
  a sentence or from an order of an intermediate appellate court affirming 34 
  or modifying a judgment of conviction or a sentence 35 
     For non-violent misdemeanors cash bail is not valid 36 

1. Rather than having a posted cash bail, the defendant would be subject to 37 
community supervision, travel restrictions or electronic monitoring 38 

2. A risk-assessment system will be used for judges to determine whether 39 
defendants pose flight risks that merit holding them in jail before their trial.  40 

All courts are required to release people accused of misdemeanors within 24 hours. 41 
 42 
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Justification 43 
Currently New York State law poses the option of cash bail for Class E felony or any 44 
misdemeanors. This is a legalized form of discrimination based on socioeconomic 45 
disparities and racial factors. An individual’s liberty is being compromised for their 46 
financial status rather than the likelihood of future criminal behavior. This bill would 47 
give more power to the judges holding these cases by giving them the ability to 48 
hold people pre-trial. Through the passage of this bill, our state would be one step 49 
closer to eliminating the discrimination based on wealth rooted in our criminal 50 
justice system and this new risk-assessment system would further ensure the 51 
safety of all citizens of New York State. 52 
Fiscal Implications 53 
The fiscal implications of this bill would include a cost of $200 million. Most of the 54 
expenses will go toward the creation of this system to evaluate whether defendants 55 
can be released pre-trial, along with the enforcement of the programs to follow.  56 
Effective Date 57 
January 1, 2020 58 
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 2 
An Act To 3 
Add § 70.07  Section 6 to the sentence of imprisonment for second child sexual 4 
assault felony offender to mandate that all second child sexual assault felony 5 
offenders receive chemical castration.  6 
The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 7 
 8 
Purpose 9 
The purpose of this bill is to give second child sexual assault felony offenders the 10 
drug Depo Provera that, when given to men, acts on the brain to inhibit hormones 11 
that stimulate the testicles to produce testosterone. 12 
 13 
Summary of Provisions 14 
§ 70.07  Section 6: The drug, Depo Provera, would inhibit second child sexual 15 
assault felony offenders  hormones that stimulate the testicles to produce 16 
testosterone. The drug would need to be monitored to make sure use is continued 17 
or punishment will occur. Example being fined or it will act as a violation of 18 
probation.  19 
 20 
Justification 21 
The legal system is lenient with pedophiles, punishing them with insufficiently brief 22 
prison sentences that are further abbreviated by the option of parole. Seventy five 23 
percent are convicted more than once for sexually abusing young people. 24 
Pedophiles commit sexual assault for a variety of reasons. Some rape children 25 
because of similar instances of abuse in their own childhoods. Some view the act of 26 
molestation as a way to gain power over another individual. Some pedophiles act 27 
purely on sexual desires. Scientists have observed the link between testosterone 28 
and aggression and concluded that high levels of testosterone correspond with 29 
increased aggression. With Depo Provera, their levels of testosterone would be 30 
greatly decreased.  31 
  32 
Fiscal Implications 33 
There would need to be money to provide Depo Provera to second child sexual assault felony 34 
offenders. 35 
 36 
Effective Date 37 
January 1, 2018 38 


	AF-01
	AF-02
	AF-03
	AF-04
	AF-05
	AF-06
	AF-07
	AF-08
	AF-09
	AF-10
	AF-11
	AF-12
	AF-13
	AF-14
	AF-15
	AF-16
	AF-17
	AF-18
	AF-19
	AF-20
	AF-21
	AF-22
	AF-23
	AF-24
	AF-25
	AF-26
	AF-27
	AF-28
	AF-29
	AF-30
	AF-31
	AF-32 
	AF-33
	AF-34
	AF-35
	AF-36
	AF-37
	AF-38
	AF-39
	AF-40
	AF-41
	AF-42
	AF-43
	AF-44
	AF-45
	An Act To amend § 530.10 to abolish money-based bail for crimes of non-violent misdemeanors and to establish a risk-assessment system.
	The People of the State of New York, represented in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows:

	AF-46

