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ALLIANCE OF NEW YORK STATE YMCAs  

YOUTH AND GOVERNMENT 

AN ACT TO:  Enact the Death Penalty for Rapists in New York 1 
 2 

The People of the State of New York, represented  3 
in the Senate and Assembly do enact as follows: 4 

 5 
PURPOSE: To enact death penalty for rapists in New York.  6 
 7 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS: 8 
Section 1: People convicted of rape in the first degree shall receive the death penalty. 9 
Section 2: The enactment of the death penalty for rape crimes in New York will dramatically reduce the occurrences of 10 
rape crimes. 11 
  12 
JUSTIFICATION: We should enact the death penalty for rapists who are so depraved, sick minded, immoral, and 13 
unprincipled to commit a crime as horrible as first degree rape, shall have no option but the death penalty. This will 14 
result in the amount of rape crimes being reduced. In 2016, 6,224 rape cases were reported. However, it is possible 15 
that many more cases were not reported out of distraught and anxiety. NYPD statistics also presents that the number 16 
of rape cases are increasing drastically. In an excerpt from Amber Rose Carlson’s book, “Is There a ‘Rational’ 17 
Punishment For My Rapist,” she wrote, “Although the death sentence seemed wholly appropriate, I still considered 18 
how I would feel if a judge gave my rapist a less severe punishment: a natural life sentence — a life sentence with no 19 
chance for parole without a successful appeal. In this scenario, my feelings were just as clear: I would be slightly 20 
disappointed, but I would still feel mostly satisfied.” As a victim of rape, Carlson found the death penalty to be “wholly 21 
appropriate”, but felt a bit disappointed if given life sentence. Shouldn’t we give the victims what they deserve, after 22 
all the incidents they’ve suffered? New York punishes three degrees of rape, the first sentencing 5 to 25 years and up 23 
to $5,000 in fines. Nonetheless, 5 years is hardly a punishment. The stress, depression, and anxiety experienced by a 24 
victim is never ending. The death penalty displays that the justice system has no sympathy for criminals. When the 25 
rapist flees from the death penalty, and repeats their crimes, who would be responsible for their actions? The penalty 26 
would also provide solutions to the trouble of overpopulation in prisons. For example, prisoners require food, 27 
clothing, cell space, et cetera. Without the death penalty, these prisoners are quartered by the same society they 28 
hurt. The death penalty is also effective because it shortens the appeals process and executes inmates faster.  Now, 29 
we have DNA testing and other sciences to help determine a person’s guilt or remove the false accusation of an 30 
innocent. It declares in the 5th Amendment, “No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 31 
process of law.” This exhibits that the government can apply the death penalty, after a rapist has been charged, tried, 32 
and convicted. To house a convicted inmate in prison, costs New York about $60,000 per inmate. When a guilty rapist 33 
commits first degree rape, they spend minimal 5 years in prison, which costs the state $300,000. According to 34 
research, it cost Utah $125,000 ($25,000 in materials) for execution via firing squad, which makes it the cheapest 35 
and most humane way of execution. If the criminal has been sentenced 25 years, the expenses lead up to 36 
$1,500,000, and the expenses for death row would be $725,000 (if sentenced 10 years including firing squad fees). 37 
Thus concluding that it is $775,000 less that imprisoning a criminal for 25 years.  38 
http://sentencing.typepad.com/sentencing_law_and_policy/sex_offender_sentencing/ 39 
https://www.balancedpolitics.org/death_penalty.htm 40 
https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/amendmentxiv 41 
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http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-17210285 1 
http://www.prodeathpenalty.com/methods.htm 2 
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/jurisprudence/2010/06/shoot_me_now.html 3 
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/08/24/nyregion/citys-annual-cost-per-inmate-is-nearly-168000-study-says.html 4 
 5 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS: This will have minimal fiscal impact on the state of New York.  6 
 7 
EFFECTIVE DATE: November 2, 2018.  8 
 9 
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